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Bear President Fraser

The purpase of this lstter of acoredation is to inform you of the aetior taken by the Liaison
Lommitlee on Medise! Education (LOME) af s mesting of Cclober 1617, 2002, regarding the
- Becradiation status of the educationa) program i=ading to the M.D. degree af the Uriversity of
- Alberta Faoulty of Medicine and Dentistry, and to transimft fo vou the final moort of the o
- Becretaniat vish of the prograr that fook place on May 13-14, 2002,

- Aftar reviewing the report of the Secratariat taam, the LOME voted to cortinue accraditation of
- the medical education pregram leading fo the M.D. degree at the Univeraity of Alberts Faculty of
- Medicine and Denlistry for the balancs of its curent torm, The program's nexd full sunvey witt

 fake place during academic year 2005-06,

CThe LOME soncusrred with the am's Hndings that most praviously notog concems have basn
- matisfacionly addressed. To sessss compliance with those lssues that remain, B requests that
the dean submit & progress raport 1o the CACMS and both LOME Secretarics by May 1, 2004,

The report should provide the Information requested below.

1. Gpperturities for seif-directed leauning, The team consluded hat the Fasulty hps
.matls fittle apparent prograss in developing a cumiculum that promatas self-direcied -
indepandent aming, They noted that protected time for students to engage in
sefleciive feaming appears fo be irfrequent, and most instruciion that oscurs during
- sehedufed hours is provided In a lecture format that demands rapid assimilation of
knewledge. According to the report, "secand-year studenis In pardicular fol that the
hours of ingtiucliona! fime were exhausting.”

To address this issue, the dean or his staff should provide a full and detailed analysis of
The schedule of required leaming activities in the first two yeams. The analysis should
inciude a raview of the amount of materiaf that students are expscted fo assimilate, the
- methods of instruction used i convey that irformation, and the evauation sirategiss
employed {type and mumber} to determine studont success in schisving cordent K
vhiectives. It should also oluds & course-by-tourse explication of pedagogical
----- - methods ernployed 1o stimulate active and Indapendent feaming by students, and
- summariss of the most recent student evaluations of courses pfiared i the first two

yasre o B

P e



 Roderick Fraser, PR.D,
Movamber 27, 2002
o PageTwoe

2. Effectivansss of the Practice of Medicine and Dentistry course, The tesm noted
that courss leadarship is undergoing a transition and that the second-year porticn of the

~ Lolrse sppaars to be functioning well. It noted, hewsver, that the first-vear component

. of ihe course has nof shown evidence of substantial improvement sirce the time of fhe

- prior full and fimited sutveys. To address his issus, the dean should provide 3 narrative
description of actions taken by the rnew courss lesdership 1o address ongoing issuss

- with the first year of the course, '

.. Effectivaness of faculty members as facliitators of small-grouwp discussion,

- The report notes that faculy members now have numerus opportunties 1o improve

- #rair skills in the faclitation of smal-group discussions, The report noles that students

-raport vadability in the approaches of smal-group discussion leaders, however, perhaps

stemming fom differing peresptions about the appropriate rofes and expediations of 5
faciifiators. To address this igsue, the dean should provide 2 narrgtive sirnmary of
shanges instiiuied In the introduciory blook of fhe curtiouliam te more dearly define the
faclitators’ role. The summary should ales include student and/or peer evaluations of

faciftator ouality.

Accreditation is awarded to the program of medica! education based on e judgment of

appropriate balsnce between studert snoliment and the total rasources of the insthulion.
including facully, physial faciiities, and the operafing budget. Hihers am plans to significanty

- madiy the educations! program, or If there is to be 2 substantial change In student erroliment or
in the resources of the Institition so that the balance is distortad, the LOME expects io recaive
prior notice of the propesed change. Substantial changes may lead 1o re-evaustion of the

program’s acorediiation status by the LOME, ' :

A eopy of this letter and the final report of the Secrstariat visit are being sentto

B.Yome J. Tymall, MD, Ph.D., Dean of the Facully of Medicine and Dentistry. The report
s held confidential by the LOME. The document is for the use of the medical faculty and the
univarsity, and any public dissemination or distibution is at the distretion of instiutional officials.
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