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August 4,2000

Dr.
KarenKershcnstein,Direct

or
AccreditationandStateL iais
on USDepartmentof
Education

Officeof Post-SecondaryEducation
-TheAssistantSecretary
1990K Street, NW,Room 7105
WashingtonDC20006-8509
USA

DearDr.Kershcnstein:

lamrespondingonbehalfoftheAssociationofCanadianMedicalCollegesandtheCommittee
onAccreditationofCanadianMedicalSchools (CACMS)toyourletterof June19,2000with
respecttotheNational CommitteeonForeignMedicalEducationandAccreditation(NCFMEA).
Thatletterwasaddressedtomypredecessor,Dr.HarveyBarkun,whoretiredinJuly1995.

Ihopelmaybeforgivenfortryingtosuggestanexpeditedwaytodealwiththisrequest.Asyou
probablyknowmedicalschoolsinCanadaareaccreditedbyboththeCommitteeon
AccreditationofCanadianMedicalSchoolsandtheLiaisonCommitteeonMedicalEducation
(LCME).In fact,sinceNCFMEAreviewedourstandardsformedicalschool evaluationin

February1995,nothinghaschanged,andifanythingthelinkswithLCMEhavebecomeeven
stronger.

Wecontinuetouse allthedocumentationgeneratedbytheLCMEandspecificallythe
accreditationstandardsoutlinedin"FunctionsandStructureofaMedicalSchool" (enclosed).
Thesestandardsaregeneratedjointlybybothaccreditingorganizationsandbyourparentbodies,
theAmericanMedical Associationand theAssociationofAmericanMedicalCollegesinthe
UnitedStates,and theCanadianMedical AssociationandtheAssociationofCanadianMedical
CollegesinCanada.AtleastoneUSmemberappointedoytheLCMEispartof theteamfor
everyon-sitesurveyataCanadianmedicalschoolandthatincludesfullaccreditationsurveys,
limitedsurveysandsecretariatvisits.ReportsofaccreditationsurveysofCanadianmedical
schoolsarediscussedbytheful|LCMEactingindependentlyof CACMS, althoughtheChairof
CACMSsitsontheLCMEasavotingmemberandlsitasanon-voting,ex-officiomember.

Similarly,oneofthecochairsoftheLCMEandatleastonememberofthesecretariatstaff
attendmeetingsoftheCACMS.
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I'msurethateitheroftheLCMECo-Secretaries,Dr.DavidStevensinWashingtonorDr.Frank
Simonin Chicagowouldbepleasedtoprovideanyadditionalinformationorperspectivefrom
theUnitedStatespointofviewthatyoumightwishtohave.

B trustthatthisabbreviatedresponsewillsufficeforthepurposeofNCFMEA'sactivities.

Yourssincerely,

DavidHawkins,MD
ExecutiveDirector,andSecretary,

CommitteeonAccreditationof
CanadianMedicalSchools
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