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submitted by the government of Australia.

As you know, it was during your February
1995 meeting that this Committee determined that
the accreditation standards used by the Australian
Medical Council, or AMC, to evaluate medical
schools were comparable to those used to evaluate
programs leading to the M.D. degree in the United
States.

Since this Committee reviews the
comparability of countries’ standards on a periodic
basis, Australia was provided a copy of your new
guidelines and was asked to provide information to
demonstrate compliance with those guidelines. The
information provided by the AMC in response to that
request is the subject of this analysis and the
materials can be found at Tab H. '

Australia’s response to this request for
information documents certain key events and
continued improvements to the AMC accreditation
process. By December 1995, the AMC had wvisited and
accredited both New Zealand medical schools.

Furthermore, the Medical Council of New Zealand has
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endorsed the AMC’s accreditation reports.

In addition, a speciél working group,
convened by the Accreditation Committee Chair,
reviewed the administrative procedures and the
educational guidelines of the AMC during 1996-1997.
The review, which incorporated the views of the
various stakeholders in the process, was done in
the light of both the AMC’s experience over the
last decade and of developments in medical
education worldwide.

The outcomes of that review were
incorporated in the AMC’s revised Guidelines for
the Assessment and Accreditation of Medical
Schools.

The AMC summarized the key improvements as
follows: an examination of the value of the
accréditation process is included in Part I of the
Guidelines; more explicit flexible procedures for
assessing medical courses, major course changes and
new medical schools are included in Part 2; and
updated educational guidelines for the design and

delivery of curricula are included in Part 3.
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Department staff has reviewed the AMC
standards and processes and concludes that they
remain comparable to the standards currently used
to accredit medical schools in the United States.

Finally, please note that since the
Australian accreditation standards and processes
are used to assess medical schools in both
Australia and New Zealand, acceptance of these
standards means that the medical schools in both
countries may qualify as institutions of higher
education under 34 CFR 600.55.

That concludes my remarks. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN DEAL: Thank you very much. Are
there questions or comments for Mr. Porcelli? Any
members of the audience have any comments or
questions regarding Australia and New Zealaﬁd.

If not, we’ll go into executive session.
Stand by.

[Committee meets in executive session as
follows:]

CHAIRMAN DEAL: Okay. Are there any

comments, questions regarding Australia and New
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Zealand? If not, a motion is in order.

DR. BRYAN: I have prepared same.

CHAIRMAN DEAL: Please. I like your
prose.

DR. BRYAN: Based on the most recent
information and materials received from Australia
and New Zealand, I move that the NCFMEA reaffirm
its prior determination that the standards and
processes.used by the Australian Medical Council to
accredit medical schools in Australia and New
Zealand are comparable to those used to accredit
medical schools in the United States.

In addition, NCFMEA requests that
Ausgtralia submit annual reports on its
accreditation activities with the first report due
by January 7, 2002, in preparation for the March
2002 meeting of NCFMEA.

DR. MALDONADO: I second.

[Motion made and seconded.]

CHATIRMAN DEAL: The motion has been made
and seconded. Any discussion on the motion? Yes,

George?
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DR. BRYAN: I asked Mr. Porcelli a
question which I’m sure he’ll find an answer to
sometime, but it’s who appoints the AMC, and that’s
not clear in the information that I have before me
or we had before us. We may know it from past
submissions, but it‘s a point that we just need to
find out. 1It’s not germane, I think, to the
motion.

CHAIRMAN DEAL: Thank you. Good point.
No further discussion. All in favor of the motion
as stated by Dr. Bryan raise your hand, please.

[Show of hands.]

CHAIRMAN DEAL: Okay. Opposed, likewise,

[No response.] |

CHAIRMAN DEAL: Thank you very much. If

we could get our vast audience back in, we can

proceed with Canada.
[Executive session concludes.]

CHAIRMAN DEAL: Welcome back. We now will

take up Canada,

CANADA

MR. PORCELLI: I was hoping to hear my
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