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(\] AUSTRALIAINEW ZEALAND

[2) CHAIRMANJACOBSON: We're going to change

[3]the order and do Austtalia/New Zealand under Tab A.

[4J Steve Porcelli; is that right?

(5) MR.PORCELL/:Yes, good afternoon.

(6) I am pleased to provide you with a brief
[7}summary of the annual report submitted by Australia

(8)pertaining to the activities of the Australian
(9)Medical Council, hereafter, called the AMC,and its

(10)evaluation of medical schools inAustralia and New

111)Zealand.

[12) It was during your February 1995 meeting,
(131and again in March 2001, that your committee

1141determined that the accreditation standards used by

[15)the Ai\i1Cto evaluate medical schools inAusttalia

(\6)and New Zealand were comparable to those used to

117)evaluate programs leading to the M.D. degree in the

(\S)United States.As part of those decisions, you

119)requested that the AMC submit annual reports. The

(20)Jatest annual report can be fOlmd underTabA.
(21) Please note that as the Australian

l221accreditation standards and processes are used to
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(1]submit more detailed plans for consideration by an
l2IAMC assessment team.

l3J The plans of another Australian university
[4Jto establish a new medical school were also

[5Jreviewed by theAMC's Medical School Accreditation

(6)Committee. Based on that committee's

[7)recommendation, the school was advised that its

(8Jproposal required significant additional

[9]development before the AMCwould proceed to a full
[10)assessment.

(I1J In addition, two schools that had

[12]introduced new medical courses submitted

[13Jsatisfactory midterm reports on their successful

1141implement,1tion. Consequently, their accreditation
[j5Jwas extended to the maximum of 5 years.

[16J Other considerations taken up by the
1111committee:

118) The Working Party to Review Accreditation

119}Guidelines is currently developing its

1(20}recommendations into specific proposals for change

.(21) to be considered by the AMC in 2002.
i1221 TheAMC is developing a proposal to review

111assess medical schools in both Australia and New

(2]Zealand, acceptance of these standards means that

[3)the medical schools in both countries may qualify

(4)as institutions of higher education under 34 CFR
[5J600.55.

(6] The report submitted by the At.\1Csummarizes

I7Jactivities during 200t as follows:

[II) First, it held its accreditation meetings
(9]on June 7th and October 30th, 2001, to consider

110)accreditation actions, periodic and annual reports

(HJand other matters of interest. The AMC granted
[12]continued accreditation to two universities and

(13)extended accreditation at one university for one

(14)year while the school develops a priority plan to
[15]address theAMC's concerns.

[16} Regarding other reports, one university

(17)was informed by theAMC's Medical School

(l8)Accreditation Committee that the school's plans to

(19)make major changes to its accredited medical course

(2OJare likely to comply with the AMC accreditation
£21]guidelines. Based on the committee's
1221recommendation, theAMC invited the schoolto
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[11and accredit specialists or postgraduate medical

(2)education and training.

[3} The Ausuall.11lgovernment is funding nine

[4}new rural c1inicalschools. Consequently, the
[5]AMe's Medical School Accreditation Committee asked

(e]the nine medical schools that were awarded the

[7)rural clinical schools to report on the

[8)developments.

[9) Finally, the AMC and the Medical Council

[10] ofNewZealandhelda jointmeeting,s.incetheNew
{Ii)Zealand medical schools participate in the AMC
(12]accreditation process.

(13) Under summary of changes or developments,

[14)the AMCapproved new membership provisions to
[16)broaden the base of its Medical School

(16)Accreditation Committee. The new groups include

[11]those responsible for intern training, the Medical
[18]Students Associatioo, and the foremost body

[19)representing health consumer organizations.
(20) The new AMC accreditation guidelines will

[211be published inJuly 2002.

[22} Unrlerthe schedule of upcoming
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.. {I]accreditation activities, the AMC reported that the
[2)Medical School Accreditation Conunittee will meet in
[3]April,June and October of 2002. The accreditation
(4)considerations for 2002 will include six
{S]universities in Australia and New ZeaL'lnd.
[6] A workshop will be held fur the Medical
[7JSchoolAccreditation Committee and theAMC
[8]assessors on the new AMC accreditation guidelines
[9Jto be published in July 2002. Formal papers to

[10)document the AMC's developing accreditation process
[II}will be written on the history of the accreditation
112}process on the new guidelines and on an evaluation
(13)of the success of the assessment process and
114)contributing to improvements in the quality of
(1S)medical edncation, You roay wish to request a copy
116]of their new accreditation guidelines that will be
(17)published inJuly 2002.
118] I would like to also point out that Ms.
[19]Carrie Orrison from theAust:ra1ian Education Office
(20]and the Australian Embassy is here in the audience
(21)as an observer. She is not prepared to speak
(22Jtoda~.

[1) That concludes my remarks. Thank you.
[2] CHAIRMANJACOBSON: Thank you.
(3] Any comments or questions?
[4] [No response.]
[5)CHAIRMANJACOBSON:All right. We will
{S)nu>ve into executive session then.
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(1) EXECUTIVESESSION- AUSTRALIAlNEWZEALAND

(2) CHAIRMANJACOBSON: So do you have a

(3]recommendation that you want to make to the

[4]committee?

(S] MR.PORCELLI:That you would accept their

[6)annual report and ask for a copy of their new

[7Jguidelines.

[8] DR.DOCKERY:Lee Dockery. May I ask is

[9)there any difference in the accreditation

1101guidelines or standards between the rural medical

[11)schools and the nonrural medical schools?

{12) MR.PORCELLI:I didn't get that

[131impression from it. It sounds like something you

[14)might want to ask for more information on, how that

[IS}process is developing.

,(16J DR. BRYAN:Mr. Chairman?
[17) CHAIRMANJACOBSON: Yes?

(l8J DR. BRYAN:I'm prepared to make a motion.

[191 CHAIRMANJACOBSON: Okay.

[2OJ DR. BRYAN:I move that NCFMEAaccept the

(21)annual report submitted by Australia/New Zealand

l22Iand request that the Australian Medical Council
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(I] submit another report in 2 years.

[2) I also would request copies of the

(3)proposed guidelines and some information about the

(4Jrural clinics within 1 year.
[S] DR.DOCKERY:Second.

[6) CHAIRMANJACOBSON: Casey, do you have any

[7Jcomments on Australia/New Zealand?

[8J MS. HELMKAMP:Has there been a site

(9)visit?

[10] CHAIRMANJACOBSON: Casey, I'm trying to

[11]give you an opportunity to really participate.
(t2) MS.HELMKAMP:Has there been a site

(13Jvisit?

[14) (Laughter.]

/15]CHAIRMANJACOBSON:Here we go. Sure

[16)won't have to argue with you about that one.

(17) [Laughter.]

[18}CHAIRMANJACOBSON:SOthe motion is to

[19Japprove the annual report, to ask for a follow-up

[20)report, official report, to be given to us that we

[21)can consider for our March 2004 meeting, to receive

(22Jthe update on the guidelines and to receive a
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[I) report on the nine rural clinical sites within 1

(2)year. Does that cover the motion and the second?

/.31 Any other discussion?

[41[No response.]

[5]CHAIRMAN]ACOBSON:All in favor, would

[8]you raise your hand.

[7} [Show of hands.]

(8]CHAIRMAN]ACOBSON:AII opposed?

(9)[No response.]

t10JCHAIRMANJACOBSON:The motion carries
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(H) unanimously.

/121 Thank you. We are now goIng back into

[13]order, and we will, when everyone comes in, we will

(141do Mexico.

[151 [Off the record discussion regarding

116]changing order to Costa Rica, Canada, Mexico.]
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[1] COSTARICA

(2) CHAIRMAN JACOBSON: So Ron Liptonhas

I3ICosta Rica, and that is what we are going to do now

(4)instead of Mexico, all right?

[5J MR.LIPTON:I can do that.

[&) Costa Rica is Tab C in your rnaterlaJs.

[7}Costa Rica last <\ppeared before this committee at

(8]your March 2001 meeting. At that meeting, you

191received and accepted the country's report

(10]submitted by the National Private University Higher

111)Education Board, known as CONESUP,that described

/12/its accreditation activities involving the medical

119)schools in Costa Rica.

114) You requeSted that CONESUP submit another

(IS)report by January 7th, 2002, providing a summary of

(16]its accreditation activities since itS last report.

(17/The Secretary's letter to CONESUPformally

{IS]notifying it of the committee's actions

(19)specifically requested that it include a summary of

(20)its key activities during the past year.

(21) The letter requested that the Commission

(22!include a summary of any changes or developments in
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II] CONESUP's laws, regulations, Standards or

(2)procedures and a listing of the Council's meetings

l3Jand on-site visits to medical schools planned for

(4)this year.

(5) CONESUPsubmitted itS report to the

151Department in early February. The Department staff

(7Janalyzed the report and concluded that Costa Rica

(8)provided all of the information requested in the

(9)letter, except for addressing whether there were

(10)any changes or developmentS in any laws,

[111regulations, standards and procedures pertaining to

[12]its accreditation activities. Otherwise it appears

[131that CONESUP's accreditation activities during the

'(14]past year are consistent with the NCFMHA
I

[16] guidelines.

CONESUP's report covers its activities in

:1171accrediting eight CostaRicamedical schools and
1[181their current accreditation status. One of the

(19]eight has not started the accreditation process.

(20)while another is in the seJf-study process

(21)prefuninary to a site visit.

[22J CONESUP conducted site visits at six
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IIJmedical schools after reviewing material submitted

121by them and did take various actions as a result of

(3Jthe reviews, including suspending enrollment of new

141students at some of the schools for a period of

(6]time.At other schools, CONESUPrequired them to

161make changes in order to resolve issues involving

(7Jthe quaUty of education.

(8) The annual report did not address the

(9)request that CONESUPadvise you of any changes or

(IOJdevelopments in the laws and regulations involvIng

(11)the accreditation of medical schools in Costa Rica.

112) CONBSUPhas reponed that it will continue

[13]to work with sevemI. schools in resolving

[141outstanding issues. The agency plans on conducting

i[IS)site visits at the tWOmedical schools still in the
I

;(16)first phase ofthc accreditation process.
1(17) After this phase is completed. CONESUP

!(1&1plans to do another round of on-site verifications
(1&)at all of the medical schools. These visits will

[201include a review of clinical professors and sites,

[211faculty and the student selection process and

1221various other areas.
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