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[1) PHiliPPINES

(2) DR. KERSHENSTEIN:Good morning. I'm

(3) Joyce Jones.That's not right.Joyce is the staff
[4)analyst who has been handling the Philippines and

[5)unfortunately she's unable to b~ with us today.

~6)She got told by her doctor to stay in bed and get
[7)some bed rest for awhile. So I'm just pinch.hitting for

[8)her. Unfortunately, I have not had the

[91opportunity that Joyce had to read all the

(10]background informati(,>non all the times that the

[11)Philippines have been before you. So I'm not sure

[12)I can answer your questions, but Chuck Mula, my

[131colleague Chuck Mula, who has been before you with

(14)Philippines when it's been up before, will be here

(15)to try and-if we get tiltOsome difficulties that I

(16)can't answer your questions, Chuck will try to do.
[17]so.

(10) DR. BRYAN:Very good.

1191 DR. KERSHENSTEIN:At any rate, the

{201materials for the Philippines are behind Tab E and

(21)it was a year ago at your March 1999 meeting that

l22Jyou found that the standards used by the Commission

(liOn Higher Education, or CHED,of the Philippines

(2)were comparable to those used to evaluate medical

(3)schools in this country.
[41 I should mention that CRED's accreditation

(5)standards are used by an organization called the
(6)Medical Education Accreditation Council, MEAC,that

J7Jadministers the CHED accreditation process. At any

[01rate, you asked for an annual report and that is

{9Jbefore you today, but in that annual report you

(10)specifically asked for some additional information

(11)on the number of non-Philippine citizens who
(12)graduate from their medical schools and wbat

(13)percentage of those were American citizens. Tbat

(141information was not available to you when we mailed

(15)the material to you a couple of weeks ago.
[l6) We have since received some information

(17)and I'll be happy to update you on it, but it is in
118]your folder.

[19] At any rate, the annual report from the

[201Philippines consisted of three points. First of
1211all, in May of 1999 MEACheld a workshop to review

(22)the evaluation processes it uses to accredit
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(11medical schoois.And then in June of 1999, MBAC

(2)conducted a site visit to the College of Medicine

(3)at Fatima Medical Science Foundation, or I believe

[41they call it Fatima.And eventually Fatima was

(5)accredited by MMC.

[6] And now the Faculty of Medicine and

(7)Surgery at the University of Santo Tomas in Manila

[8}has aJso applled for accreditation by MMC. They

191have not had a site visit yet, but that will take

1101place later on this year.

[111 And the last point that was raised in the

112]annual report that the Philippines submitted is .

(13)that just a clarification that MBACis actually

(141part of the Federation ofAccreditlngAgendes of

lIS)the Philippines, FAAP.which is sort of the

[f6Jumbrella organization of the various accrediting

117)agencies that operate within the Philippines, all

[18]under this stru,cture of CRED, if you will, and that

[19]concludes my report on the Philippines.
(20) DR. BRYAN:Fine. Is there a

(211representative from the country? Is not here.Are

1221there questions from the committee? Hearing none,
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(I) we'll go into executive session to discuss the

l'2JPhilippines and Israel.
(3) [Committee meets in executive session as

141follows:]

(5)DR. BRYAN:~t's first back up to the
(8]discussion of Israel and its report as requested by

[7)this committee. Are there questions for Mr.

I6JLipton? Yes. Bonnie.

(9) MS. leBOLD: I was just going to add one

(10)comment. I think one option is to request an

(11]annual report that they would then present at the

112}September meeting. Another option would be Just to

[13)invite the representative to be here in September

114Jto provide an update since he did express his

[1SJ.desire to c«?mein September and brief the
(18)committee.

[[17] DR. BRYAN:Okay. Fine. Is there a
1181motion from the floor? Raj?
(19) DR.ANAND:I think: since all the medical

(20)schools bave not been visited by a site team, I

12IJthink it's important to have another annual report

, [22Jfrom IsmeJ.The same thing is Dr. Maupin asked
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(1)How many schools, how many medical schools have not

l2Jhad any site visit?

~ DR. KERSHENSTEIN:We don't have a current

(4)number. There are two review processes.All

[5)medical schools are approved by CHBD,but then only

161then the accreditation by MEACis voluntary on top

171of that. It's kind of like the other countries

[81that we've been seeing here. And not every medical

(9Jschool is required to go through the MHAC

110]accreditation according to the supplementary

(11)information the agency provided. .

[12) One school, Fatima, has gone through the

113)MEACprocess and been approved/accredited, and the

(14)second one, St.Thomas, is in the process right

(IS)now. There are other medical schools operating in

(18)the Philippines that have been approved by CRED,

117)however that have not yet gone through the MEAC

1(18)process. Is that fair, Chuck?
;(19) MR.MULA:That's correCt.

(20] DR. BRYAN:So that means that students at

[21]the one approved school-I'm sorry-United States

~ students from the one approved school are eligible

[I)for it.

(2J DR. BRYAN:Other comments, questions? Do
[3JI hear a motion?

[4) DR.ANAND:SOI make the same motion that

(5)we accept the report from Israel and ask them to

(6)submit annual reports.

171 [Motion made.]

[8)DR.BRYAN:WouId you like to have a

[9]report in September?

(10] DR..ANA~D:Yes.
[11) DR.BRYAN:Of the year 2000?
(12) DR.ANAND:Uh.huh.

(13) DR. BRYAN:Okay.Any other amendments to

(14)that motion that got sort of garbled? I'm sorry.

(15)Is it clear?. .
118) MS.LeBOLD:Could we repeat it because
(17)I'm not sure I'm clear about it?

118) DR. BRYAN:We're asking for an acceptance

(19)of the report; right?

(20) DR. ANAND:Yes.

(21) DR.BRYAN:And annual reports. plural,

(22Jand an interim report in September of 2000?

(I) DR.ANAND:Right.

(2J DR. KERSHENSTEIN:An update for your

(3)September meeting?

[4) DR. ANAND:Right.

(5) Oft KERSHENSTEIN:In time for your

(6)September meeting?

171 DR. BRYAN:Yes, yes.
[8J DR.ANAND:Right.

19) DR.BRYAN:Is that clear, Ms. LeBold?

(10) MS.LeBOLD: Yes, it is.Thank you.

III) DR. BRYAN:Any discussion of the motion?

(12)All in favor say aye.

113) [Chorus of ayes.]

(14JDR.BRYAN:Opposed. no.

liS}[No response.]

(16)DR.BRYAN:And let it be noted again that

(17)we do have-that Raj votes tWice.
(18) DR. ANAND:Yes, uh-huh.

(19) DR. BRYAN:And we all understand that.

(20)Next the consideration of the interim repon by the

(21)Philippines? Are there questions?

\'221 DR. ANAND:Yes, I had a question here.

Pago 103 Page 105

[I) for loans or could be eligible for loans if they go

(2Jthrough the rest of the process?

(3) DR. KERSHENSTEIN:That's correCt.And

[41the supplementary information the country gave us

(5)is at that one school there are 60 non-Filipino

[61attending the school and 28 of them-I'm sorry-17,

171or 28 percent, of them are American citizens. So

{S]that not every medical school in the Philippines

(9Jaccepts American students and that's why they don't

IIOJchoose to go through the MEACaccreditation

[11)process. Those who want to admit or currently have

[12)American students are going through this process so

[13)they can participate in the FFHLprogram.

[14) DR. BRYAN:Other questions from the

{16]committee? If not, do 1 hear a motion?

(16) DR.ANAND:Yes,I move that we accept the
(17)report with a request to have annual reports from'

(18)the Philippines.

(191 DR. BRYAN:Is there a second?

(20) DR. GARY:Second.
'

1

1211 DR.BRYAN:Second.

l22I[Motion made and seconded.]
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(I) DR. BRYAN:Any discussion of the motion?

(2)AUin favor, say aye.

(3) [Chorus ofayes.] .

(4JDR.BRYAN:Opposed, no.

l5J[No response.]

161DR.BRYAN:Motion carries. Open session

(7)again.

(8J [Executive session concludes.]

[9J SWEDEN

(10)DR.BRYAN:1'he representative from Sweden

[11)Is coming in. We did not wish to start without

(12)you, sir.
(13] Next is a discussion of the standards used

(14)by Sweden. Mr. Lipton.

[16] MR. LIPTON:Sweden was presented at this

(ISIcommittee's last meeting in September 1999.At

(17)that meeting, this coIDmittee decided to vacate its

{18]1996 determination o.fnon-comparabillty and to
(19]defer making a new decision on comparability until

[201today's meeting. The 1996 non-comparabillty
(21)determination was based on the fact that Sweden had

(22)not then submitted any information about its

(I) Sweden did submit inJanuary of this year

121additional information for this comIDittee to

(3)consider. However, this new information does not

[4)address or satisfy most of your requeSts.

(5JSpecifically, Sweden has not submitted a copy of

[6)any written standards used to evaluate its medical .

(7jschools either in English or Swedish as requested.

[8) Instead, Sweden has submitted a section

[9Jentitled quote .Criteria used in the assessment of

(10)quality.. However, this section contains the main

(11)points in a questionnaire used by the National

(12)Agency for Higher Education as the basis forthe

(13)self-evaluation and subsequent stru.ctuta1

(14]assessment of the country's schools. These

(I$)questions relate to the general aspeCts of medical

{IS]schools.

(17] Indeed, the main points in the

[18)questionnaire are questions, not criteria or

(19]standards that the medical schools must satisfy.
I20JSweden, however, has contended in its most recent

(21)response to the Department's latest Staffanalysis

[[22]that instead of having specific criteria or
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(I) standards for the evaluation of its medical

121schools.

131 In 1999. Sweden did submit information

(4)about its medical education system for the

(5)September meeting. After reviewing that

(6)information and hearing testimony from Mr.

(7)Kalvemark, who is again here today, Secretary RileY'

(8)followed your recommendation vacating the earlier

191non-comparabllity decision.

(10) This committee and Secretary Riley's

{IIJletter requested that Sweden submit information and

(12]documentation covering three areas. The first

(13)request was for an English-language copy of the
(14]written standards used to evaluate medical schools

115)in Sweden. The second request was for a

(18)description of the processes Sweden uses to apply

(17]these standards when conducting o~-site visits and
(18)making accreditation decisions on the country's six

(19)medical schools. The third request was fora copy

I20Jof Sweden's NationalAgency on Higher Education's

(21)pollcy as to the frequency of reaccreditation
(22)visits.

(I) standards that it has actual requirements for its

[2Jmedical StUdents.These requirements include

t31having the students successfully complete five and

(4Ja half years of medical school and 18 months of

t51preregistration clinical work.

(8) Further, Sweden argues in its latest

(7)response that the questionnaires medical schools

[B)must complete in the quality review process should

!OJbe regarded as criteria. Finally, Sweden believes

(10)that quote uthe only standard for measuring the

{1tJquality of medical education is whether the
(12]students leave medical school with skills

(13]corresponding to the state of the an in medical

114Jpractice and with a broad knowledge about the

i(151current frontier of biomedical research."

1(16) While we believe that Sweden's contentions
[17]do mise meaningful issues,there still appears a ,

(18]missing linkage between the skills and education

1191required of medical school graduates to practice
(2OJmedicine and the criteria or standards that are

[21]used to evaluate medical education in the United

\22JStates system for accrediting medical schools.
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