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THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20202

APR3 a 2001

SENT BY FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION

Mr. Andres ReyesRodriguez
Presidente
ConsejoNacionalde Educaci6nSuperior
Ave. EnriqueJimenezMoya esq. Juan de Dios VenturaSim6
5to. Piso, Centro de los Heroes
SantoDomingo,
RepublicaDominicana

Dear Mr. Reyes:

In October 1997, the NationalCommitteeon ForeignMedicalEducationand Accreditation
(NCFMEA)determinedthat the standardsused by the ConsejoNacionalde Educaci6n
Superior (CONES)to accreditmedicalschoolsin the DominicanRepublicwere comparableto
the standardsused to accreditmedicalschoolsin the UnitedStates. As a result of that
determination,medicalschoolsin the DominicanRepublicthat were accreditedby CONES
could applyto participatein the U.S. FederalFamilyEducationLoan (FFEL)program. If a
medical schoolmet the eligibilitycriteriato participatein the FFEL program, thenAmerican
studentsstudyingat that medicalschoolcouldapplyto receiveFFEL loansto assistthem in
meetingtheir educationalexpenses.

On March 9,2001, the NCFMEAmet in Washington,D.C:, to review, amongother things,
the annualreport submittedby the ConsejoNacionalde Educaci6nSuperior(CONES)that
describedits accreditationactivitiesinvolvingthe medicalschoolsin the DominicanRepublic.
Based on the informationin the report, the NCFMEAmemberswere not clear aboutthe extent
of the ongoingmonitoringbeing doneby CONESand the statusof the DominicanAssociation
of Self-Studyand Accreditation (ADDAAC),particularlysincethe Committeehad previously
requested,but had not received, a copyof the medicalaccreditationstandardsdevelopedby the
ADDAAC. To clarify their understandingof the current statusof accreditationactivitiesin
your country, the NCFMEAis requestingthat the DominicanRepublicsubmita new report for
review at the NCFMEA's September2001meeting,demonstratingthat CONESis actively
engagedin accreditationactivities,with specificinformationon site visitsconducted,
accreditationdecisionsreached, any changesto accreditationstandards,and informationon the
relationshipbetweenCONESand the DominicanAssociationof Self-Studyand Accreditation.

Our mission is to ensure equal access to education and to promote educational excellence throughout the Nation.
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In order for the NCFMEAto reviewthe report at its September2001meeting, the report must
be receivedby the U.S. Departmentof Educationby August 1, 2001. Pleasesend the
requestedreport to the ExecutiveDirectorof the NCFMEAat the addressbelow:

Bonnie LeBold
Executive Director, NCFMEA
U.S. Department of Education
1990 K Street NW - Room 7007
Washington, DC 20006-7563
U.S.A.

If you have any questionsregardingthe NCFMEA'srequestfor additionalinformation,please
do not hesitateto contactMs. LeBoldat (202)219-7009(telephone),(202)219-7008(fax), or
Bonnie_LeBold@ed.gov(e-mail).

The Committeefurther indicatedthat it mayrequestthat the DominicanRepublicsubmita new
applicationfor the Committee'sreassessmentof the comparabilityof its standardsto thoseused
in the U.S. if the members' concernsaboutongoingmonitoringare not addressedby the
informationin the requestedreport. In casequestionsarise duringthe September2001
meeting,it wouldbe very helpfulif a representativeof the DominicanRepubliccouldattend
that meeting,if at all possible. Ms. LeBoldwill contactyou in late spring or early summer
with detailsregardingthe Septembermeeting.

Thankyou very much for your assistancein this matter. We appreciateyour cooperationin
providingthe requestedinformation.

cc: Mr. EmilioHuyke
President
Edu-ConEducationalConsultants
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