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system, you now have a director that's going to work

with that program with all schools as well as

medical schools. I was wondering if you could tell

us if there's any kind of specific schedule,

especially in light of the fact that there are no

site visits in 2004. So when will this program --

PROFESSOR MARGOLIS: Something may have

become confused here. So far as this Committee is

concerned, the site visits are going on exactly as

scheduled according to the procedures that were

approved. That relates, of course, only to medical

schools in Israel or faculties of medicine. It's

really the faculty of medicine that's visited at a

site visit, and any schools in the faculty are

reviewed. That's all been done. The next cycle

will begin in 2005.

The other matter is review procedures

for reaccreditation. Actually in Israel, people are

uncomfortable with the term "reaccreditation." I

think that's come up with this Committee before.

But in effect, it's reaccreditation of schools that

are not medical schools. This process has not yet

begun. There is no schedule to my knowledge of the

process. Also, I don't anticipate becoming directly

involved in any of those site visits and so on. So
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there are two things here.

It is true that since the Council on

Higher Education accredits and then funds a big

piece of the ongoing budgets of all seven

institutions of higher learning in Israel, the fact

that they had to start reaccreditation procedures

for medical schools, faculties of medicine, which

the Council was very interested in doing for a long

time and this provided a window or an opportunity to

do that, since it's the same Council that deals with

the rest of the schools, faculties of humanities,

engineering, science, technology and so on in

Israel, there was a direct effect of the

reaccreditatlon process for medicine on these other

schools. That's the only point that's being made

here. But I don't feel myself qualified nor am I

the appropriate person to comment in detail on the

reaccreditation process for the rest of what's going

on in higher learning.

DR. PIERCE: Right, well then, maybe you

can just help me to understand. It says "When the

new unit" - and that's speaking to the quality

assurance and assessment - "is fully operational, it

will incorporate the re-evaluation of all medical

schools." So are you saying that that aspect of the

(202) 234-4433

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERSAND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com

000553



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

93

quality assurance standards and procedures will then

be incorporated in the regular schedule of medical

schools?

PROFESSOR MARGOLIS: The plan, as I

understand it, is for this to happen. I think that

this was made clear to me in very specific terms.

First of all, up until this point as it says in the

report, it has not happened. So there is a separate

Committee and none of these procedures have changed.

I was assured -- and I met the new director when I

was in Jerusalem a few weeks ago.

I was assured that nothing of the

present procedures for medical schools is scheduled

to change. It's just that since they are going into

the business generally of reaccreditation for the

universities and the various faculties, they will

include what's been happening in medicine within

that process. How exactly it will be done I'm sure

you'll hear about at the next report.

DR. PIERCE: Okay, thank you. I would

like to hear about it in the next report.

CHAIRPERSON JACOBSON: Steve, did you

say that redetermination of comparability is due

when?

MR. PORCELLI: They came up in 1999. I
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1 believe 2005 is the next.

CHAIRPERSON JACOBSON: Is that September

3 or is it March?

MR. PORCELLI: I'm not sure.

5 CHAIRPERSON JACOBSON: Is there a way to

6 find out?

MR. PORCELLI: It's September 2005.

8 CHAIRPERSON JACOBSON: So in 18 months.

9 MR. PORCELLI: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON JACOBSON: I just think we

need to know that for the wording of a motion. Any

other questions? Lee.

DR. DOCKERY: Dockery. How do you

monitor compliance between site visits? Your site

visits are every five years, and there's nothing

planned in January to December 2004. What would

generate an additional review of a faculty of

medicine?

PROFESSOR MARGOLIS: What's happened at

three, I guess, of the four visits is that specific

comments were made at the site visit and a report

was required between visits. That's included in

this report, that those reports have all been

submitted and were then reviewed by the site visit

committee. So that's the kind of monitoring that's
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gone on until now.

DR. DOCKERY: So, then, if you would go

through that process, then you would either accept

that report and ask for additional information or

you would not accept the report and that might

generate some other kind of activity in regarding

the review of that faculty medicine.

PROFESSOR MARGOLIS: That's correct.

DR. DOCKERY: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON JACOBSON: Any other

questions? Are we ready for a motion then?

DR. PIERCE: That's fine. I move that

the NCFMEA accept the report submitted by Israel and

request that the Council for Higher Education in

Israel submit - and I need a little help here

because it's not really a report. It will be all

the information necessary for reaccreditation

activities for review at the September 2005 meeting

of the NCFMEA.

CHAIRPERSON JACOBSON: So the wording is

that you accept the report and that you acknowledge

that Israel is up for redetermination of

comparability in September 2005.

DR. PIERCE: Thank you.

(Motion seconded.)
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CHAIRPERSON JACOBSON: Any further

All in favor, say aye.

(Chorus of ayes.)

CHAIRPERSON JACOBSON: The motion

carries unanimously.

6

8

9

(202) 234-4433

Thank you.

PROFESSOR MARGOLIS: Thank you.

(Whereupon, at 10:33 a.m., the executive

session ended.)
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