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I confusionto an issue before because it wasn't exactly
2 clear to me as to what the power of the Minister of Health
3 really is. Some things are possible and some things never
4 happen. I understand that the commission is advisory but
5 - and that opinion goes to the Minister of Health. Is it
6 possible at all for a Minister of Health to turn down--I
7 know it's never happened fromwhat I understand, but is it

"8 possible for a Minister of Health to turn down the
9 decision made by the advisoryCommittee? Is that
10 theoreticallypossible?
11 DR. STRANSKY: I never thought about it but
12 theoretically I think it would be possible. It never
13 happened but it is--it is included in the higher
14 educational law. So--

15 DR. CRANE: So ifit is possible, then the
16 real accrediting body is the Minister of Health. He's the
17 last sign-off; is that right or am I misunderstanding
18 that?
19
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DR. STRANSKY: I think maybe somebody will

send him some, you know, comments or something happened,

something serious, then the Minister can take it in
consideration and stop the decision, not sign it and
probably discuss it with the Chair of the accreditation

commission or-- but as you said, there must be a
signature, there must be a signature of the Minister.
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DR. MOKAN: Somebody has to sign the fmal

document, the final paper. Somebody must sign and this is
the Minister.

DR. CRANE: And that's the Minister of
Health.

DR. STRANSKY: Minister of Education.
DR. CRANE: Of Education.

DR. STRANSKY: Education, yes.
Post-graduate studies fully -- guaranteed or fully
controlled by the Ministry of Health, post-graduate
education but pre -- or graduate education belongs to
Ministry of Education. This is a little bit strange. You
know, and also in the hospital, there are doctors who are
paid by Ministry of Health and doctors who are paid by
Ministry of Education. Those who are teaching students,
they are teaching staff, these are paid by Ministry of
Education.

DR. CRANE: I see, thank you very much.
DR. DOCKERY: Dr. Munoz?
DR. MUNOZ: Just a comment, in the materials

that were received after the consideration there is, in
fact, that statement, that, "The Ministry of Health shall
decide on accreditation of specialized study programs and
on the accreditation of certification study programs for
the purposes of deciding on accreditation and for the

-~
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I performance of other activities regarding accreditation,
2 further education of medical workers. An accreditation

3 commission shall be set up by the Ministry of Health for
4 further education of medical workers, hereinafter the
5 accreditation Committee as its advisory body".
6 So it was, in fact, contained in the
7 statutes that they forwarded to us.
8 DR. DOCKERY: Thank you, Dr. Munoz. Any
9 other comments or questions from the Committee? Are we

I0 prepared to receive a motion? All right, Dr. Munoz?
11 DR. MUNOZ: I move that the Committee accept
12 the initial application of Slovakia and defer for one year
13 until its March 2008 meeting the fmal decision on
14 comparability in order to allow us to receive the
15 additional materials and to clearly answer the questions
16 that were raised in the Department's report.
17 DR. DOCKERY: Is there a second to the
18 motion?
19 DR. CARON: Second.
20 DR. DOCKERY: Motion has been made and
21 seconded. Is there discussion on the motion? All in

22 favor, please raise your hand.
23 (A chorus of ayes, a show of hands)
24 DR. DOCKERY: All those opposed? Are there
25 any abstentions? Thank you very much for--
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I DR. MOKAN: I'm very sorry if I understood
2 when we started--
3 DR. MUNOZ: There are several conditions of

4 comparability that are outlined in the report which we may
5 have answers to but we have not had sufficient time to

6 review them here. So we're accepting your initial report
7 and the application. We're accepting the additional
8 materials. We are deferring the decision for one year to
9 allow us time to make sure that all of the materials

10 submitted answer the remaining questions or to allow
11 enough time to get additional materials to answer those
12 questions.
13 DR. MOKAN: Okay, thank you very much.
14 DR. DOCKERY: I'd also ask that this
15 decision remain confidential until the Secretary of
16 Education has had a chance to communicate this to the

17 Republic of Slovak and I would also invite communication,
18 if at any time there is any question o'r concern, that you
19 do communicate with staff and staff, likewise will
20 communicate with you in regard to anything being unclear
21 or anything that you need to submit in advance.
22 So what the motion really says is we accept
23 your application but we're unable to take a definitive
24 decision at this time based upon inadequate information.
25 It doesn't mean that it doesn't happen, it just means that
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1 we don't have the infonnation to make the appropriate
2 decision.

3 DR. MOKAN: Yes, I understand.
4 DR. STRANSKY: Thank you.
5 DR. MAUPIN: It may be late and I'm only
6 asking a technical question. We made it for a year and
7 I'm wondering whether it's necessary to wait an entire
8 year for the staff to make that conclusion since they've
9 provided almost everything needed except not time for

10 evaluation of that as opposed to receipt of that. And I'm
II just trying to make sure that we're not putting them off
12 longer than they need to and could have it at a subsequent
13 meeting.
14 And I tried to -- I didn't get my question
15 in quick enough.
16 "DR. DOCKERY: Thank you, Dr. Maupin. I
17 would ask Ms. Jones to comment. In heard the long list
18 of unanswered questions, and when we look at the
19 difficultly of communication between our country and
20 Slovakia, I think a year's period of time gives adequate
21 time but if staff is able to resolve those issues and

22 they're comfortable with that resolution, I would think
23 that we would be friendly to an intent to bring it back
24 earlier if it was possible to do so, but I would invite
25 Ms. Jones to comment.
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I MS. JONES: Thank you both. We have the
2 documentation. As I indicated, it did come in. Wejust
3 haven't had the opportunity to assimilate it in accordance
4 with the staff analysis that you have before you. Because
5 we already have the documentation, it won't be a problem
6 having them come back at your next meeting. We can do the
7 evaluation. I don't think that there's a problem with it.
8 DR. DOCKERY: So we can anticipate unintended
9 consequences, we can say not later than the spring of 2008

10 which gives us then the latitude of addressing it at the
II next meeting if that's appropriate to do so. And it also
12 permits us then to have additional discovery if there's
13 something unexpected, because you have it documented and
14 validated that the information is consistent. So if the

15 maker of the motion would accept that modification and the
16 second.

17 DR. MUNOZ: Yes, I would be pleased to
18 accept that modification.
19 DR. DOCKERY: Okay, is there any question or
20 debate about that? Dr. Maldonado.
21 DR. MALDONADO: I second it

22 DR. DOCKERY: Okay, then I guess it really
23 technically does go as an amendment so let me ask all
24 those in favor of the amendment, first to raise your hand.
25 (A chorus of ayes, a show of hands.)

..~
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1 DR. DOCKERY: All those opposed? Any
2 opposition and all those then, in favor of the motion as
3 amended, please raise your hand.
4 (A chorus of ayes, a show of hands)
5 DR. DOCKERY: All those opposed, any
6 opposition? Thank you. Thank you, Ms. Jones and thank
7 you representatives from Slovakia. We appreciate your
8 traveling this long distance to help us to understand your
9 process and we look forward to our continued

10 communication.

II DR. MOKAN: Thank you very much.
12 DR. STRANSKY: Thank you very much and I
13 would like to thank you for students from United States we
14 already have and we do it specially because we have about
15 15 students from United States. This is why, it was two
16 and a half years we're waiting and those students are
17 bombarding all us all the time, they want to get the loan.
18 So this is -- I would like to thank you for
19 understanding.
20 DR. DOCKERY: Thank you. That pennits me to
21 ask a question that I had decided not to ask but since
22 that has come up, I will ask so that we can think about
23 this in the future. I'm interested in the fact that you
24 have a six-year program and that you enter directly out of
25 high school. I would hope that in our future discussions
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1 we would discuss how you select the people to admit to
2 this six-year track, because it will be different. All
3 we're interested in is that you have a process and that
4 it's standardized and it's applicable to everyone, but it
5 would be of interest to us to know that because that's

6 also part --one of the guidelines is how you admit
7 students and that entire process. Thank you.
8 Did you want to clarify? The students, are
9 they applying for Federal Family Education Loans or you're

10 being bombarded with students and you want to make it
11 available to them?

12 DR. STRANSKY: Because I was told first, we
13 have to pass and fulfill criteria which are given by your
14 Committee. So we are just here to present our criteria
IS and to make the first step for the application to the
16 Family Loan.
17 DR. DOCKERY: So you have made the
18 application and we're in the process of making that
19 resolution.
20 DR. STRANSKY: Yes.

21 DR. DOCKERY: Thank you very much, sir.
22 DR. STRANSKY: Thank you, thank you.
23 DR. MUNOZ: I have a technical question. Is
24 there a statutory time frame after determining
25 comparability which then allows the Department to initiate
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1 the first year of application approval? In other words, 1
2 if we were to approve it in September of 2007, this 2
3 petition, would it apply to students entering in September 3
4 2007 or would it be postponed until January of 2008 or 4
5 September 2008? Is there statutory language that 5
6 addresses the applicability of the determination to the 6
7 loan fund year? 7
8 DR. DOCKERY: Ms. Wanner, do you want-- 8
9 MS. WANNER: Certainly. There is no 9

10 statutory language such as what you say. The school would 10
11 have to apply and get certified to participate in the II
12 Federal Family Education Loan programs. And this 12
13 Committee's decision would be one of the eligibility 13
14 requirements but not the only one for participation. 14
15 DR. MUNOZ: Would it be in order to speed 15
16 up, obviously, an interested country where we already have 16
17 students applying to at least communicate to Slovakia that 17
18 process and the materials and the context so that they 18
19 could be assembling their -- whatever papers they need to 19
20 have. 20

21 DR. DOCKERY: That's public information and 21
22 it's clearly stated in all the regulations. It's actually 22
23 in the materials in our book that the schools --the 23

24 country must then apply and they're subject to different 24
25 regulations and requirements and those are published and 25
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I available. So -- and I'm sure that if! hear what

2 Slovakia said, they already know what they are and they'll
3 be ready to do it as soon as we determinethe
4 comparability.
5 MS. PARIS-ALBERTSON: Barbara, are you
6 familiar with that process and would you be able to say
7 something about that?
8 MS. HEMLET: Yes, let me introduce myself.
9 DR. DOCKERY: Take the microphone,please.

10 MS. HEMLET: Good afternoon.

II DR. DOCKERY: And please identify yourself.
12 MS. HEMLET: Yes, my name is Barbara Hemlet
13 and I'm the team leader at the US Departmentof Education
14 for the Foreign SchoolTeam and we receive and process and
15 make determinations of eligibility from foreign schools
16 who wish to participate in the FFEL programs. And is the
17 question the process or the eligibility criteria?
18 MS. PARIS-ALBERTSON: They were wonderingif
19 they can do two processes at one time, getting --
20 DR. MUNOZ: Just to clarify, for example, in
21 the previous presentation we had someonewho was
22 unfamiliar with the LCME recommendation, even thoughit is
23 public knowledge. And we've had in this Committee's
24 experience, a lot of difficulty sometimesgetting to the
25 shortcut of what's public information and since Slovakia

44

Page172
clearly indicated an interest in this program, I simply
asked whether we could communicate to them in a

time-friendly fashion the next steps. So assuming that
they were to become accredited in September, could they
have access to the materials and be preparing their
application process for the next round?

MS. HEMLET: We would certainly be willing to
work with them to help them with their application and we
do have informational material and a brochure being
developed now which explains the eligibility criteria and
the process and how to contact us. So we can work with
them to help them submit an application and we will not be
able to make a determination until they are eligible,
until this Committee has made an affIrmative decision.

DR. MUNOZ: Understood. I just thought that
since we had representatives of the country here, that a
face-to-face saying, "Here's who you would contact and
here's" --

MS. HEMLET: I would be glad to meet with
them.

DR. DOCKERY: Thank you very much for your
comments. Let us conclude this then, by inviting Ms.
Jones as the staff analyst, to coordinate some approach by
the appropriate individual that would inform them of the
requirements and regulations to apply for the Federal

Page173

I Family Education Loans.
2 MS. JONES: Thank you, I will. I think
3 Carol and Barbara are now outside speaking with the
4 representatives from the Slovak Republic. Ijust want to
5 add one thing, however, that currently they have no US
6 students. They only have Norwegian students as their
7 international students.
8 DR. DOCKERY: I think we heard that there

9 have been 15 students from the US that are bombarding
10 their doors for admission. So again, that may be some
II information we need to validate.
12 MS. JONES: I think that that would be

13 included in the report that I will have prepared for your
14 next meeting.
15 DR. DOCKERY: Thank you very much, Ms.
16 Jones.
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

MS. PARIS-ALBERTSON: And there have been a

number of students to contact me about eligibility for the
Slovak --is it on now? There have been a number of

students who have called me over the last two years
inquiring about the Slovak Republic and their eligibility
and several organizations, so there evidently are some
students that are interested.

DR. DOCKERY: Let us reconvene and we will

next take Mexico, Tab F and the reviewer is Ms. Joyce
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