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1 relatively small number of people. We're talking

2 about 30 or 40 people are present. Everybody stays

3 for the entire interview and review process, so it's

4 a very large undertaking.

5 We interviewed with members of each

6 section for curriculum and other activities with a

7 presentation by a responsible person, followed by

8 questions and responses. It's interesting that we

9 also interviewed, met with faculty members ahd

students in groups of one site visitor with a small

group of faculty and students over lunch and that

was a two-hour process at that time.

We had a very thorough facilities

inspection. The facilities in this particular

medical school were just only a few years old and

were quite nice.

There were extensive materials available

that the site visitors had and copies were available

during the site visit itself. These were written in

Mandarin Chinese and were not interpretable by me.

I relied on my very well-versed interpreter to state

that these seemed to be quite thorough.

The exit interview was conducted by the

chair and it went for about an hour and 45 minutes.

It also -- all the site visit took place in Mandarin
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Chinese, but I was provided with a fairly

intelligent interpreter who was incidentally a

member of another medical school faculty. She's a

Harvard undergraduate, University of Pennsylvania

M.D. graduate and a Ph.D. from Oxford University.

She's a social medical ethicist.

We had reviewed the admissions process

and then in Taiwan, each school has its own process,

9 but now there's a common process that's going to be

what they're moving toward. It will be administered

by the Minister of Education. It will be similar to

our matching process for interns and residents, but

it will be a central application pool and interviews

will be required. Some medical schools do not

require interviews now, but some do as well.

The curriculum were long; detailed

presentations were made and the curriculum was

really very heavily loaded with required hours.

This particular medical school, as you perhaps have

read Dr. Huang's report, executive summary, was

founded to be a traditional Chinese medical school.

This was reinforced when Chiang Kai-shek was in

power. He had an interest in preserving traditional

Chinese medicine and trying to blend Western and

traditional Chinese medicine. It just really has
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1 not worked. This particular school has two tracks.

One group of students, small albeit, will study a

traditional Chinese medical track and can only

4 practice Chinese medicine currently. The others are

5 traditional, not a traditional, but a modern medical

6 school track and those students do well, although

7 they are required to take some traditional Chinese

8 medicine courses.

9 Parenthetically, this particular medical

center had about a 2,000 bed, brand new teaching

hospital and they also had about two blocks away

which I visited, a three-story traditional Chinese

medical clinic. And so it is currently alive and

well.

The faculty were presented, their

credentials, etcetera and I think you can again see

in Dr. Huang's summary that the numbers of faculty

were a little bit short and some qualitative

decisions were made by the site visit team which I

was not privy to regarding the quality, but

nevertheless, again, the facilities were excellent.

The finances were reviewed by the president and

seemed to be quite adequate and solvent, the

institution.

The governance, administrative structure
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1 were reviewed and again the chairman of the board

2 presented -- there is a new chairman of the board

3 who has done much to improve the institution. The

4 student evaluation was a very complex process,

5 probably too complex and they've been asked to

6 revlse that. The student support services were

7 really quite good with full-time counselors

8 available, a 24-hour hotline is functional,

9 excellent library facilities and recreational

facilities.

My other remarks are simply to say that

in my opinion the process and review of a medical

school by the Taiwan Medical Accreditation Council

is comparable to that of the LCME and many of the

activities are mirrored in this activity that LCME

uses.

I'll be happy to respond to any

questions, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON JACOBSON: Thank you. Did

you come across any American students while you were

there?

DR. DEAL: There were no American

students. There are some medical schools in Taiwan

that have some Taiwanese-American students that go

there. It's an interesting observation that I sat
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1 in several classes for a few minutes and either the

2 lectures were given in English and notes were taken

3 in English or Chinese or vice versa. All the

4 students are fluent in both English and Mandarin

5 Chinese and they use strictly English textbooks.

6 DR. CARON: Dr. Deal, did you have a

7 chance to observe any of the traditional Chinese

8 treatments?

9 I did.DR. DEAL: I had a couple of

hours free and I went to the traditional Chinese

medical clinic and was expecting to see hordes of

elderly Chinese people there and I did not see that

at all. They were all ages present. I went into

the acupuncture unit and it was about twice as large

as this room with individual stalls and it was -- I

wasn't quite sure what they were doing, but they

were doing it.

(Laughter.)

CHAIRPERSON JACOBSON: Any other

questions? Well, thank you very much for the

report.

DR. DEAL: Thank you, sir. Thank you

for the opportunity.

CHAIRPERSON JACOBSON: Okay. Dr.

Dockery.
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1 DR. DOCKERY: Lee Dockery. While Dr.

2 Deal is here, what action are we expected to take on

3 behalf of the Committee?

4 CHAIRPERSON JACOBSON: No action.

5 MS. LeBOLD: Taiwan will be on the

6 agenda at the September meeting and we'll use this

7 information as part of our review at that time.

8 It's just that we had asked Dr. Deal if he was

available to come in September and he thought he

might not be, so he agreed to come today to provide

you with the information so that you have the

opportunity to ask questions if you had any. Md

then we'll take this transcript and provide it to

you in September when you have Taiwan on the agenda.

DR. DOCKERY: It would be permissible to

thank him for taking his time to do the site visit

and to come to us and give this report.

CHAIRPERSON JACOBSON: Yes, thank you

very much. I must say you're probably itching to

sit here at the table and help us review today,

aren't you, after nine years on the Committee?

(Laughter.)

What we're going to do now is start the

review of the individual countries. Md to make

sure that everyone understands the process, I'm
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