




The PM&DC defines provisional accreditation as a term used to define a
medical program's status after being evaluated and found to meet the
Council's eligibility criteria and while the medical program is in the process
of becoming recognized. During this period of time, the medical education
program is deemed to be of an acceptable quality and the degrees
obtained by graduates are valid and registered with the PM&DC.

What are the PM&DC's standards, if any. pertaininq to a medical school's
humane treatment of animals that are used in medical research?

The PM&DC reported that the Council made it mandatory for all
Universities to follow the latest guidelines from the World Medical
Association1. Details of the ethical guidelines related to the humane
treatment of animals that medical researchers are committed to follow in
Pakistan are outlined in paragraph 11 and 12 of the Declaration of Helsinki
policy as follows:

11. Medical research involving human subjects must conform to
generally accepted scientific principles, be based on a thorough
knowledge of the scientific literature, other relevant sources of
information, and on adequate laboratory and, where appropriate,
animal experimentation.

12. Appropriate caution must be exercised in the conduct of
research, which may affect the environment, and the welfare of
animals used for research must be respected.

The WMA position is that while properly designed and executed research
involving animals is necessary to enhance the medical care of all persons,
the humane treatment of research animals must be ensured. Appropriate
training for all research personnel should be prescribed and adequate
veterinary care should be available. Experiments must comply with any
rules or regulations promulgated to govern humane handling, housing,
care, treatment and transportation of animals. The Assembly realizes that
International medical and scientific organizations must develop a stronger
and more cohesive campaign to counter the growing threat to public
health posed by animal activists. Leadership and coordination must be
provided. In addition, there must be a clear understanding of the rights of
animals who are part of medical research, and the obligations of those
who undertake it.

1 The World Medical Association (WMA) Declarationof Helsinki was first adopted in 1964 and
most recently revised in 2004. The 41stWorld Medical Association (WMA) assembly adopted a
policy on animal use in biomedical research in Hong Kong in 1986 and revised by the Assembly
in 2006. .
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Animals should only be used in biomedical research when it is clear that
their use is required to achieve an important outcome, and where no other
feasible method is available.

Duplication of animal experiments should not occur unless scientifically
justified.

The use of animals for the futile testing of cosmetic products and their
ingredients, alcohol and tobacco should not be supported.

What are the PM&DC's policies relative to potential conflict of interest.
such as situations when the private interests of a faculty or staff member
may conflict with the person's official responsibilities?

In response to concerns regarding its policies relative to potential conflict
of interest, the PM&DC provided its code of ethics. Each student that
graduates from a medical/dental program is provided a copy of the code of
ethics by The PM&DC prior to the first registration with the Council. The
Code applies to medical practitioners as well as faculty and staff of
medical education programs and the conduct of their responsibilities. The
Disciplinary Committee takes action on receipt of a complaint against any
registered medical practitioner or faculty member, of professional
misconduct! negligence. This committee is composed of senior Council
members and are required to take action on any complaint filed against a
registered medical practitioner as well as faculty and staff of a medical
education program, of professional misconduct or negligence.

The PM&DC'sDecember31.2003 report (reviewed by the NCFMEA in
82004) indicated that its accreditation processes and procedures were
improved and updated in 2003.

In its last report, the Council reported that it had undertaken a revision of
its recognition procedures and policies and its curriculum for medical and
dental education but provided little detail as to those changes. After a
review of the 2003 and 2004 reports, staff concludes that the "proposed
criteria" in the PD & MC's current report are the revisions made by the
country and which are currently being used to accredit and recognize
medical and dental education schools. In response to the request of the
Committee, the PM&DC has provided the policies, procedures and criteria
in their entirety.

Current status of medical schools:
The PM&DC provided documentation showing a list of 56 medical/dental
institutions that are currently operating in Pakistan and have gone through the
accreditation process and have been approved, along with a list of 13
medical/dental institutions that could not meet the Council's accreditation
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standards and subsequently were closed. The PM&DC reported that additional
information on the accreditation status of each College is on its website.

Overview of accreditation activities:
The PM&DC provided an overview of 257 accreditation activities from 2004-
2007. The activities included numerous inspection visits to medical and dental
colleges, hospital facilities, and professional examinations conducted. The
PM&DC reports that inspections include a review of the medical colleges
curriculum, its faculty, the achievement of its students and graduates, the
facilities and the academic support services available to the students. The
Inspections are conducted at the main campus of medical school, the branch
campuses, and other locations operated by each medical school.

2004
Total 'No Examinations

PUBLIC SECTOR
PRIVATE SECTOR
TOTAL

40
55
95

2005-2007

Total No Examinations

PUBLIC SECOR
PRIVATE SECTOR
TOTAL

13
32
45

The medical/dental Colleges are inspected each year until the first class of
student graduates. Once fully recognized, Medial/Dental Colleges are inspected
every 5 years to ensure they continue to meet the PM&DC standards.

The PM&DC reported that its inspection team members are comprised of 7-12,
professors from different medical/dental institutions from Pakistan. The
inspection teams are required to have at least 2-4 senior professors for basic
medical sciences and 4-6 from clinical medicine, surgery, obstetrics &
gynecology, ophthalmology, pediatrics and otorhinolaringology.

Chanqes to Laws And Requlations:
The PM&DC reported that there have been no changes in the country's laws that
effect the accreditation of medical schools.

Chanqes to Standards:
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The PM&DC reported that there have been no further changes subsequent to
after 2003 in the accreditation standards that it uses to evaluate and accredit
medical schools in the areas of administration faculty, student services. The
PM&DC provided a detailed copy of new curriculum standards that were
developed in 2003-2004 and implemented in 2005-2006. The focus of the
curriculum change aims at the application of knowledge and problem solving
rather than recall of factual knowledge. It emphasizes the inclusion of new fields
of knowledge in the curriculum balanced by the reduction or deletion of less
relevant areas of study. There is a greater emphasis on early clinical
involvement in the curriculum and integration of knowledge from multiple
disciplines and subjects. The PM&DC also report that student achievement is
assessed internally and via an end of program comprehensive examination and
the results are assessed as part of the medical school accreditation
determination.

Process and Procedures:
The PM&DC reported that there has been no further changes in the accreditation
process or procedures since the since they were reviewed and revised in 2003-
2004. The PM&DC did provide additional details revealing that training for site
inspectors is on-going and that the PM&DC Review Committee develops
standardized training that includes a focus on reviews of substantive changes
reported by medical schools.

The PM&DC reports that its conduct of multiple periodic inspections guards
against conflict of interest and the inconsistent application of accreditation
standards.

Schedule of UfJCominqaccreditation activities:
The PM&DC provided information regarding its upcoming accreditation activities.
The PM&DC reported that an examination of all of the colleges it reviewed in
2007 will be inspected in the year 2008, and a total of approximately 800
inspections of medical facilities will be carried out.

2008 Total No Examinations

PUBLIC SECOR
PRIVATE SECTOR
TOTAL

13
32
45

Medical Facilities Inspections

800
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