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REVIEW OF DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

EXECUTIVE SESSION

DR. MALDONADO: I was one of the persons

with Dr. Caron that visited the Dominican Republic

and evaluated their process. They have a well

established I'll call it bureaucracy to do the

accreditation visits and the team of evaluators

that went to the school was very professional.

They had a lot of people with experience in higher

education and administration.

This school in particular is one of the

schools that has a lot of U.S. students. I'll say

that many of them are Puerto Ricans. But only

about 16 percent, 15, 16 percent of the student

body is from outside the Dominican Republic. Most

of the students are from the Dominican Republic.

One of the areas that they evaluated very carefully

was the process of admission of students and also

the student loan office. They have, I think, the

nicest office with a very nice waiting room,

private areas, telephones.

And then the records. The recordkeeping
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is something that will accept any audit. You

mention the name of a student and you mention the

year and they can go and pick up the record and the

record is in order from the admission, the

application, the contact--every single document is

there. They have computer and telephone lines to

cater to the students.

I was realy impressed. I sat through the

evaluation of that process and I thought that we

were very impressed and I'd like for you to comment

on that.

The university, the school is a

traditional school. It's sort of modern, has good

laboratories, has a good faculty. There's some

U.S. retired physicians that are teaching there in

the faculty. They teach in Spanish and they also

teach in English. I thought that they were a

traditional type of school.

Kaplan has, close to the school, almost

part of the school, an extension service to help

the students with the USMLE and they have the best

system I remember--full of computer data, direct,
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you know, CDs and so forth for students to prepare

for the USMLE, but it's not the university. It's

Kaplan. So they have a relationship. I think they

rent the spac~ to Kaplan to do this and students do

enroll. Not only the foreign students but also

Dominican students enroll in this program.

We visited the teaching hospitals and we

were impressed with the good clinical material,

good faculty. Of course, there's the government

hospitals and there's the private hospitals, and

the private hospital that we saw was a very modern

hospital, very good faculty. Some of them had been

trained in the United States or had worked in the

United States and were back in the Dominican

Republic. Excellent facilitie~. I'm a

hematologist and they had a bone marrow transplant

program in that hospital with a young hematologist

trained in Germany, so this is the extent of the

experiences that these students are having.

So this is a very traditional university

and I think that they went through the accrediting

process in a very comparable manner to the ones
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that we have here and they had a very good exit

visit emphasizing the strengths and the weaknesses

of the process.

So I was very impressed with that visit

and I was surprised that the university because I

had never heard of it before and that it was well

established. Then I find out here that it's one of

the schools that has more participation in the

program.

I don't know if you want to say something?

DR. CARON: I'd corroborate everything you

said. I happened to be a student in that country

in 1978 through 1983 and the difference between

1978 and right now is probably I would say in light

years. It was incredible. I would have loved to

have had something like that when I was there. It

was a college campus. It was an old--the

administration building itself was an very old

structure that had been remodeled, beautifully

done. Then they have the new part of the campus,

modern buildings. Everything was computerized.

When Norman was talking about the
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recordkeeping, I was shocked. They had vaults,

theftproof vaults, fireproof, theftproof. I didn't

even think we had that here in this country. I

guess records in a foreign country, you know, there

would be a question of maybe who has access to them

and this type of thing and it was guarded as if it

was gold.

The accreditation committee that did the

site visits and everything, they were in depth and

really I was just shocked. The student support

services, there were offices for these people.

They had staff members that would help kids find

places to live. If they had social problems, they

help them there.

It was done very well and I left shocked,

to be frank about it. I was expecting something

much less but I was really happy.

DR. .MALDONADO: Let me add that the

student services were excellent. Counseling, a lot

of support, wonderful cafeteria where we ate. We

ate what the students ate and it was excellent food

and a nice environment. It has a big courtyard in
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the center.

And it's about 900 students. They were

not all there because this is basically the basic

sciences, maybe half the students were there, but

it was a very nice university campus environment.

DR. JACOBSON: Any questions or comments?

MS. LeBOLD: I just wanted to share that I

spoke with Emilio, the consultant for the Dominican

Republic, and he apologized that they could not be

here today. They typically would come but there

was a conference in Spain regarding education that

was scheduled at the same time and they were going

to Spain, no offense to us, but they would be here

at the next meeting.

DR. JACOBSON: Can I ask, when was the

last determination of comparability?

DR. DOCKERY: 1997.

MS. .LESESKY : It was October of 1997 so

it's been six years now.

DR. JACOBSON: So that means the

next--they must undergo some determination of

comparability soon, correct?
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MS. LeBOLD: Next meeting.

DR. JACOBSON: Okay.

Are we ready for a motion?

DR. MALDONADO: I move that the NCFMEA

accept the report submitted by the Dominican

Republic and request that the Consejo Nacional de

Educacion Superior, Ciencia y Tecnologia, National

Council of Higher Education, Science and

Technology, submit a report on its accreditation

activities for review at the--and this, we have to

discuss because by the way they do their reports,

this could be a two-year report but I have a

feeling that they're due for comparability within

one year, so I think that this would be tied with

the report on comparability by September 2004.

DR. JACOBSON: We just found out that

their comparability will actually be at the March

meeting so do you want a report, as well as

determination of comparability in March or is it

just sufficient that--

DR. MALDONADO: March of 2004?

DR. JACOBSON: Yes.
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MS. LeBOLD:

DR. MALDONADO:

Yes.

the report and the comparability but their report

Well, I don't think it's

could be one year or two years, the way they do the

reporting, but if you're going to have

DR. JACOBSON:

comparability it's a technical question.

I believe that if we look

forward in March when we have a motion on

comparability, that motion will include a request

for a report at some interval after March. So

DR. MALDONADO:

maybe we should just leave the report alone.

Leave the report for one

year?

DR. JACOBSON: Leave the determination on

the timing of a report till the March meeting.

So make it comparability.DR. MALDONADO:

DR. JACOBSON:

DR. MALDONADO:

DR. JACOBSON:

Right.

Okay, for March 2004.

And I don't think we need

to have a motion to do that because that's going to

So I really believe thebe done automatically.

motion is just acceptance of the report.
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DR. MALDONADO:

MS ." LESESKY :

DR. JACOBSON:

Accept the report.

Second the motion.

All in favor raise your hand.

Any discussion?

DR. JACOBSON:

[A show of hands.]

Thank you.

[Whereupon, at 4:50 p.m., the committee

was adj ourned. ]
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