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REVIEW OF TAIWAN
EXECUTIVE SESSION

DR. JACOBSON: All right, Dr. Deal?

DR. DEAL: Mr. Chairman, this is an
example of a country that applied to this body for
a comparability décision and were turned down--they
were found not comparable in 1996. Came back in
1998. Things were better, but were still declared
not comparable. And then in 2002, they reapplied,
for the third time, and were find to be comparable.
I think, from listening to the review and reading
the materials, this appears to be a very vibrant
accrediting process and council. In '02, they did
four medical school visits and three follow-up
visits. In '03, they've got nine visits scheduled;
in '04, they've got six follow-up visits scheduled.
And I'll simply close by stating that no medical
school in Taiwan, of which there are 11, has
received full accreditation to date by this body.

DR. JACOBSON: Erin.

MS. LESESKY: I agree with Dr. Deal. I

mean, I was very impressed that, after being found
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not comparable on two different occasions, now they
seem to have a very high-class comparability team
and accrediting team, and they're doing really good
things. I think the fact that no one's found
comparable means every one gets yearly follow-up
visits until they're found comparable, and then
it's a six-year period. So that was very
interesting, they conduct yearly visits of every
school there.

DR. JACOBSON: I remember a review of
Taiwan, I think it was my first meeting. A lot of
discussion. 2And we had some good visitors, too.

DR. PIERCE: I have a question that I
just,'I guess, don't understand. On page 4 of the
summary report by staff, it says--and you alluded
to this, Dr. Deal--it says, "periodic reviews of
schools that have been fully accredited will take
place every six years." 1 understand that. The
next sentence troubles me. "At this time, no
school has received full accreditation and all
require follow-up visits." And while there's a

nice impressive list of things that might happen,

file:///C|/wp51WPFILES/0912boe.txt (79 of 207) [1/28/04 5:11:02 Bl 565



file:///C|/wp51/WPFILES/0912boe.txt

there's no time, there's no commitment on page 5.
So I guess I just need a little more clarification.

DR. DEAL: Let me try to address that. I
can assure you that precise dates for these visits
have been scheduled by the Taiwanese. They are a
very detail-oriented culture. B2And I'm going--I'm
leaving Friday to go there, and I can bring those
dates back if you wish.

DR. PIERCE: That's great. I'm just
trying to understand here. The paperwork that we
get is all we get. So I'm just asking a gquestion.
So I appreciate that. I'm not speaking to the
culture of the people. I'm really just trying to
understand what's written here. It says, "No
school to date has received full accreditation."

So I'm trying to learn. If we're saying that a
country is--we're deeming that their standards are
comparable, and this statement says no school is
fully accredited and there's no specific assignment
for sgite visits, so I just need some help in
understanding that, that's all.

DR. JACOBSON: I think there are two ways
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to interpret the statement that no school has been
accredited ?et. One could be that the accrediting
body hasn't gotten around to completing its work.
And the second one, of course, is that the
accrediting body has high standards and has found
that none of the schools yet are worthy of
accreditation. And my sense is, although I wasn't
a reader, but from the readers, that that latter is
the case. That's my impression. And of course we
are doing a site visit to look at the accrediting
body's performance.

MS. LESESKY: If you look at the country's
submission, pages 7 and 8 of the country's
submission, it lists the exact dates for all the
visiting.

MS. SANDOVAL: Just to reinforce, my
impression also is they were deemed comparable
based on their very high standards. And in
reviewing the schools, apparently those standards
have not all been met. That's why they don't have
full accreditation. That would be my

understanding.
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DR. JACOBSON: Do you feel okay about
going?

DR. DEAL: Yeah, I feel fine. 1I've talked
to Bonnie. I've got a--my daughter's having major
surgery Wednesday, and if that goes, I'11 go. But
if not, I'm going to stay. But I feel safe going,
no problem.

DR. JACOBSON: Yeah, because--I haven't
spoken to Bonnie about this, but if for any reason,
I mean, I think we have some time so that if for
any reason you can't go or you feel it's not safe
to go--and I'm not up-to-date on the latest with
respect to SARS from Taiwan, but the--I mean, you
know, we can do a site visit next year, too.

DR. DEAL: Mr. Chairman, I checked with
CDC, and there haven't been any new cases of SARS
on the island of Taiwan in about 12 weeks.

DR. JACOBSON: Okay. Motion?

DR. DEAL: Mr. Chairman, I move that the
NCFMEA accept the report submitted by Taiwan, and
request that the Taiwan Medical Accreditation

Council submit a report on its accreditation
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activities for review at the September 2004 meeting
of the NCFMEA.

MS. LESESKY: Second the motion.

DR. JACOBSON: We have a motion and
second."Any further discussion?

[No response.]

DR. JACOBSON: All in favor, raise your
hand?

[A show of hands.]

DR. JACOBSON: Thank you. Dr. Deal?

DR. DEAL: Yes, sir?

DR. JACOBSON: Number one, we do hope that
you make the site visit, because that means that
this won't be your last meeting, because we look
forward to your coming back to make your report on
your site visit. And it's a little bit awkward for
someone who's such a neophyte with this committee
to acknowledge someone who has been a stalwart
member and a major fﬁrce in this committee. But
that's my responsibility as chairman. I do it
gladly. And on behalf of the Department of

Education--Bonnie, I know, will say her own
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words--and the committee, we want to thank you very
much for your service. And because of the tight
budget that the federal government has, we have to
hold on a gold watch.

DR. DEAL: Would you just mail it to me?

[Laughter and applause.]

MS. LeBOLD: I just want to add a few
words. Will, I want to thank you so much for
helping me when I was a new executive director.
Your guidance was just wonderful. BAnd I feel like
yvou've been a model member. You've been so
conscientious about reading everything, about
attending meetings, about participating in site
visits, and I really appreciate that.

DR. DEAL: Thank you. It's been a

pleasure.
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