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Overview of Accreditation Activities

Follow-up visits were made to all eleven schools in 2005. Follow-up visits, which
usually last for one day, review a school’s progress toward any findings cited
during its regular first assessment visit. All follow-up visits included an additional
assessment of each school’s progress toward the objectives of the country’s Six-
Year Reform Program. This program is an initiative begun in 2003 by the MOE
to improve the overall quality of medical schools in the country, and consists of
specific short-, medium-, and long-range goals. The schools, dates of the follow-
up visits, and current accreditation status for each school are listed below.

China Medical University — October 11, 2005, Accredited.
Kaohsiung Medical University — October 24, 2005, Accredited.
National Cheng Kung University -- October 12, 2005, Accredited.
Taipei Medical University — October 27, 2005, Accredited.
Taiwan University — October 21, 2005, Accredited.

Yang Ming University -- October 6, 2005, Accredited.
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Chang Gung University -- October 28, 2005, Conditionally accredited.
¢ Defense University — October 7, 2005, Conditionally accredited.

Chung Shan University — November 3, 2005, Probation.
Fu Jen Catholic University -- October 31-November 2, 2005, Probation.
Tzu Chi University — October 4, 2005, Probation.

As a result of the MOE’s Six Year Medical Reform Program, TMAC voted to
conduct special evaluation visits of all of its medical schools, regardless of
current accreditation status, to determine if the reform goals, especially its short-
term goals, were being implemented. Therefore, all medical schools received
site visits in 2005.

At the upcoming TMAC committee meeting in October 2007, the deans at all
eleven medical schools will present their evaluation of how they feel their school
is progressing in meeting the medium-range goals of the MOE'’s Six Year
Medical Reform Program. Based on these presentations, TMAC will determine
which schools will receive site visits. TMAC also writes that the five medical
schools that are “conditionally accredited” or on “probation” will also receive
follow up visits in 2008.

The June 16, 2007 report submitted by TMAC indicates that it will focus its
accreditation activities on specific priority areas. It appears these are in addition
to the medium-range goals described in the Six Year Medical Reform Program.
TMAC will work with all its medical schools to accomplish the following:

1. Increase the competencies of faculty, as well as maintain an acceptable
student to faculty ratio.
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2. Expand the selection criteria for entrance into medical school to include
not only performance on written examinations, but also overall applicant
character and involvement in other extracurricular activities.

3. Strengthen clinical education by encouraging and supporting innovations
in curriculum.

4. Develop standardized competencies for all medical students in all TMAC-
accredited medical schools.

5. Strengthen the relationships between the administrations of medical
schools and teaching hospitals by developing guidelines for collaboration.

Laws and Regulations

There have been no changes in Taiwan's laws or regulations that affect the
accreditation of medical schools since the last report. However, the December
2005 report and August 13, 2007 follow-up correspondence from the country
included several items that should be noted.

In 2005 the “University Governance Law,” which increased the power of
university presidents and reduced the influence of the faculty, was enacted.
While TMAC expressed that this could create a struggle for power within the
university setting, in its August 13, 2007 correspondence TMAC stated that the
governance law provided a description of the role of university presidents in order
to prevent that from occurring. This law has had no effect on medical schools or
the accreditation process.

Also, TMAC stated that the MOE planned to establish an independent body that
would oversee the evaluation of all schools of higher education. In 2004, the
“Higher Education Evaluation and Accreditation Council of Taiwan (HEEACT)"
was established to perform that function. TMAC reorganized and became a
founding member of HEEACT. Taiwan was exploring the possibility of
establishing an accrediting body for nursing education, and in 2006 the Taiwan
Nursing Accreditation Council (TNAC) was formed under the auspices of
HEEACT. While TMAC has been reorganized to be part of the HEEACT, the
country states that its medical accreditation activities remain independent.

TMAC also provided follow-up in the December 2005 report regarding the
declining birth rate, and stated that this relieved pressure for TMAC to produce
increasing numbers of graduates from medical programs. This continues to be
discussed by a workgroup in the Department of Health, called “Health Care
Workforce 2020.” The workgroup includes a TMAC member.

TMAC stated that the declining birth rate would also allow them to focus on
improving the teaching quality of faculty. This continues today, and all eleven
medical schools have established a “Center for Faculty Development” to improve
overall faculty quality.
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Standards, Processes, and Procedures

TMAC reports that there have been no changes in its standards, processes and
procedures since its last report in 2003. TMAC has an understanding that the
Standards of Accreditation, which were approved in 1999, will be revised every
five or six years. The December 2005 report states that this revision was in
progress at the time of the report. However, the most recent report and
correspondence submitted by TMAC do not state or evidence that any finalizing
of the revisions to the TMAC standards have occurred.

Schedule of Upcoming Accreditation Activities

TMAC’s upcoming accreditation activities include a Council meeting on July 13,
2007. At this meeting, dates for follow-up visits will be scheduled. As
mentioned, TMAC will visit all of its medical schools to determine if the reform
goals of the Six Year Reform Program are being implemented. It is not clear
from the information submitted if these are occurring as planned.
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