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Background

At its Spring 2003 meeting, the National Committee on Foreign Medical
Education and Accreditation (NCFMEA or the Committee) reaffirmed its prior
determination that the standards and processes used by the Hungarian
Accreditation Council (HAC) to evaluate medical schools were comparable to
those used to accredit medical schools in the United States. To keep apprised of
the accreditation activities of the HAC, the NCFMEA requested Hungary to
submit a report on its accreditation activities for review at the March 2005
NCFMEA meeting.

All NCFMEA meetings subsequent to the Fall 2004 meeting were suspended.
The Secretary appointed new members to the NCFMEA and the Fall 2007
meeting affords the NCFMEA fits first opportunity to review the accrediting
activities of the HAC. This report is based on information received from Hungary
in response to the Secretary’s March 23, 2003 letter and includes an updated
report on HAC's accrediting activities through July 2007.

Summary of Findings

The Hungarian Accreditation Commission (HAC) has responded to the NCFMEA
request for information and based on the information provided it appears that the
evaluation system in Hungary remains substantially comparable to the system
used in the United States to evaluate the quality of medical education.

Several amendments to the Hungarian Education Act have changed the review
process but not the Country's comparability. For example, the title to the degree
awarded to a medical school graduate remains the same, but Hungarian Law
categorizes the first medical degree as a master’s degree; the impact factor, an
input measure, assesses lecturer qualifications; and the parallel evaluation
scheme allows the Country to publish comparative information about programs
offered by each university and make the information available to students,
employers and the public.
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Staff Summary

Current status of medical schools:

The Hungarian Accreditation Committee (HAC) reported that there are four
accredited medical education programs located in the four public universities of
Hungary. These include:

Debreceni Egyetem, University of Debrecen;

Pésci Tudomanyegyetem, University of Pécs;
Semmelweis Egyetem, Semmelweis University; and
Szegedi Tudomanyegyetem, University of Szeged.

Overview of accreditation activities:

The HAC completed its first cycle of institutional accreditation in 2002. It is in the
midst of conducting the second cycle of the institutional accreditation activities
that includes evaluating the institution and all of its faculties (also known as
schools or colleges) and the departments within each school. The HAC reports
that it accredited the University of Debrecen and the University of Szeged that
included the schools of medicine on February 24, 2006. Each institution will
remain accredited until Feburary 2014. This period is consistent with its policy to
conduct institutional accrediting evaluations on eight-year cycles. Currently, the
HAC is examining the University of Pécs, including the medical school.

Laws and regulations:

The country reports that although the Act LXXX on Higher Education was
amended in 2005, it continues to require the HAC to evaluate the level of
education and scientific activity in individual higher education institutions on a
regular cycle of at least every eight years.

Higher education institutions have implemented a new degree structure that
provides for the Bachelor, Masters, and Doctorate levels that do not appear to
affect Country’s medical education programs. Medical education programs will
continue to require at least 6,000 hours or the equivalent of twelve semester
hours for which a graduate will earn the dr. med. univ. professional title. This
degree is equivalent to Master level training under Hungarian Law (emphasis
added). However, upon completion of at least three additional years of a course
in medical research, a graduate may obtain a Ph.D. The comparability of the
Hungarian degree does not change because the length of the medical education
program and the required courses remain equivalent to the medical education
program for the Doctor of Medicine degree in the United States.
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Standards and processes and procedures

In the January 2005 report, the country refers to a procedural resolution that
“changed the impact factor requirements” for university and college professors,
including publications by professors teaching medicine. In an April 29, 2005
response to a Department staff inquiry regarding the meaning of “impact factor”,
Dr. L4szl6 Kiss explained that it is the international recognition of a referred
journal, or the level of the journal in which an article is published and not the
number of articles published. The first column of the chart lists the medical
course and the second column gives a numerical rating ranging from 9 to 60.
However, the country did not interpret the chart, provide a copy of the impact
factor requirements, or describe how the procedure affects the standards used to
evaluate the quality of medical education in its medical schools. In a subsequent
response, the Country further explained that the HAC considers the impact factor
when evaluating proposals to appoint university lecturers and the scholarly work
of a candidate. With respect to the accreditation procedures, the HAC looks at
the number of qualified lecturers the program or institution has appointed in a
given field.

In 2004, the HAC began evaluating medical education in a two-fold process that
examines both the institution and all of the different schools. The institutional
evaluation includes an examination of the education and training activities and
conditions, research activities and facilities, staff and organizational structure
infrastructure. The degree program evaluation examines the curriculum, content
practical and theory-based instruction, staff qualifications, and infrastructure.
The two-fold process is called a “parallel evaluation scheme”.

The Country further clarified its “parallel evaluation scheme” as a mechanism
used by a site visit team to evaluate all of the programs in a single field at the
same time. The Country explains that it benefits from this plan because it can
publish the evaluation results and findings in a single field offered by different
universities and make comparative information about the programs available to
students and employers.

Schedule of upcoming accreditation activities:

Currently, the HAC site evaluation committee is conducting an institutional
accreditation review at the University of Pécs that it must complete before the
end of the year. The Semmelweis University in Budapest will begin the
institutional accreditation process in 2008 and the site visiting committee will
review the institution’s faculty of medicine.
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