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review process at your March 1997 meeting.

Now, the Secretary has reaffirmed this

determination of comparability for six years, and

this was based on the information the country

presented and your discussion at your spring 2003

meeting.

In addition, the Secretary requested the

country to file a report by December 1 , 2004 of its

accreditation activities for you to review in March

2005.

However, all of your meetings after the

fall 2004 meeting were suspended. After the

Secretary appointed new Committee members, this

meeting is the first opportunity for you to review

the accrediting activities of the HAC. This

summary includes HAC's activities through July

2007.

Now, although the Hungarian Accreditation

Commission has made the following changes in its

laws and procedures, the evaluative processes and

standards remain comparable to the evaluative

processes used in the United States.
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First, it has amended the Higher Education

Act to change the title of the medical degree

earned to a Master's Degree in, quote, "Hungarian

Law."

But the professional title of the degree

remains the Doctor of Medicine at the university

level.

Second, this year, the HAC is completing

the institutional accreditation evaluation and will

evaluate the medical education program at the

University of Pees. It will conduct the

institutional review of the Semmelweis University

in Budapest in 2008, where it will also evaluate

the medical education program.

Three, the HAC assesses the lecturers

using what they call "an impact factor."

Institutions will use the impact factor as part of

its hiring procedure. But the HAC uses its as part

of the site team evaluation to assess the number of

qualified lecturers that the program or institution

has appointed.

According to the 2005-2006 FFEL loan data,
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there were 66 students who were receiving a total

of $1,102,310 in the FFEL monies, and that the

cohort default rate was 2.3 percent.

There are no representatives from the

Hungarian Accreditation Commission present today,

but this does conclude the presentation, and I am

pleased to answer any questions you may have.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Thank you, Ms.

Jones. Could I ask if Dr. Hallock would like to

lead the discussion?

DR. HALLOCK: Sure. I'm happy with the

report that's been submitted. If representatives

were present, I would probably have asked about the

redefinition of the degrees and how that fit for

Americans, but I don't think it's an issue that

hangs anything up, so that's fine.

MS. JONES: In the degree section of their

materials, the program itself did not change, the

length of the program, so I think it should be

okay.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: And it's still called

the medical degree for that respective institution.
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It's just a description of degree as described by

the law?

MS. JONES: The Hungarian Law, and I have

to do this [gestures quote sign with fingers] for

the quote part because it was their language that

redefined the type of degree offered, but the

substantive degree, the degree itself, is the

Doctor of Medicine University.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Right. Dr. Wentz.

DR. WENTZ: I really don't have much to

add. I was going to ask for additional

documentation, but they're going to be coming up

for a redetermination quite shortly because I don't

understand, for instance, how this parallel

accreditation system works where they have one

visiting team, although not everybody goes to every

university and so on, but we'll probably learn

about that. The documentation now is a little

skimpy, but we will be getting more shortly.

MS. JONES: If I might add, I was troubled

by the parallel evaluation also, but I want to add

that for the purposes of what they're doing, and
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I'm sure this is part of the European Union, their

parallel evaluation system was completed already as

it related to the medical education programs at the

four schools.

What's taking place now is a comprehensive

evaluation at the institutional level, and they are

still reviewing all of the programs that are being

offered at the university.

When they did the parallel evaluation that

incorporated just the medical education program,

they not only did they do the programs of each

medical school. I think this was done in 2004 or

2006--I can't remember the date--but when they did

it, it gave the team an opportunity to be able once

they published their report to publish

comparatively all of the offerings of each of the

four medical programs, so that to a certain extent

they did this for the purpose of giving the public

information that would allow them to make a better

selection, the students who wanted to go to medical

school.

So the parallel system, as I kept reading
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it, I asked a lot of questions about this--it is

applicable to the programs.

DR. WENTZ: Thank you.

MS. JONES: Okay.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Thank you, Mr. Jones.

Any comments or questions? Dr. Hallock, is this

motion ready?

DR. HALLOCK: Yes, I move that the NCFMEA

accept the report submitted by Hungary and request

that it make an application for redetermination of

comparability for review at the spring 2009

meeting.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: So two years. Is there

a second to the motion?

DR. SHAH: Second.

[Motion made and seconded.]

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Any discussion on the

motion? All in favor please say aye.

[Chorus of ayes.]

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Those opposed?

[No response.]

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Any abstentions?
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[No response.]

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Thank you.

- -

AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Next we'll consider

Australia and New Zealand and would ask Mr. Mula to

come back for his second appearance--excuse me--

third appearance today.

[Laughter.]

MR. MULA: Thank you for having me back,

Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee. I will

be presenting the analysis of the application for

redetermination by the Australian Medical Council

on behalf of the countries of Australia and New

Zealand, here and after referred to as AMC, or the

Council.

Material can be found at Tab A.

The most recent student data available,

which is dated 2005 and 2006, tells us that

approximately 216 students in the country receive

approximately $3,782,000 worth of Federal student

aid assistance. However, this information does not
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