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problem. In medicine, I don't think we'll have any

problem with the high standards continuing, but

I've noted that in some of the other faculties,

there is actually some, let's say, examination of

accreditation of existing teaching programs.

So the concept of reaccreditation is

firmly established, and it's deepened and

strengthened by the legislation that has occurred

in 2004 and onwards.

DR. MUNOZ: The reports that you're

waiting to finalize, are those reports that

occurred after 2005 of the four schools in Israel?

Have they all been resurveyed? Are they waiting to

be resurveyed? Can you just short of update us in

terms of that?

DR. COHEN: We've surveyed all of them.

We have visited all of them. We have prepared a

specific report on each medical school and a

general report on medical education within Israel.

That has been signed by ourselves, each of the

members, and submitted to the Council for Higher

Education.
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The Council has distributed our reports to

the medical schools for their response, and then

our reports pnd the responses to our critiques will

be presented to the Council for Higher Education,

and the Council will make its determination based

on what we've said and how the medical schools have

responded.

As far as I know, that process is already

underway. The medical schools have received the

reports. I think most of them have responded, and

in Israel now, we're approaching the high holiday

period, with that plus the summer, things have

slowed down a bit. I expect that in the next month,

we will hear the deliberations of the Council for

Higher Education at the first opportunity, and then

their recommendations will become a matter of

public domain, and on that basis, the Council can

send them to this group.

DR. MUNOZ: Would you expect that to be

completed. within six months, within 12 months?

DR. COHEN: I think it should be complete

by December.
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CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Other comments or

questions from members of the Committee? Is there

a motion for the Committee to consider?

DR. CRANE: I think that in this

particular situation I'd like to defer our decision

until we receive further information. I understand

that if it's forthcoming in December that it will

be available for our spring meeting.

DR. COHEN: Yes.

DR. CRANE: I would like to make that

motion. I can read the motion if you would like,

Mr. Chairman. Would you like?

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Would you state the

motion, please?

DR. CRANE: Yes. I would like to move

that based on the most recent information and

materials received from Israel, the NCFMEA needs

additional information in order to make its

decision regarding the continued comparability of

the standards used by Israel to accredit medical

schools.

Therefore, the NCFMEA will defer its
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comparability decision until its next meeting,

pending the receipt of the following specific

information:

And that would be as we and Mr. Porcelli

suggested in this report: the comparability of Part

III and your further explication of the clinical

clerkship visits and some of the other suggestions

that the rest of the Committee members made.

DR. WENTZ: And I will second the motion.

[Motion made and seconded.]

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: All right. Is there

discussion on the motion?

DR. MUNOZ: I would just ask, will receipt

of the materials in December, Steve, give you

adequate time to prepare them for the March

meeting?

MR. PORCELLI: Ye s, it would.

DR. MUNOZ: And just for clarification,

what would the latest date of receipt in order to

allow an effective review for the March meeting be?

MR. PORCELLI: I believe the standard date

lS around December IS.
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MS. LEWIS: Thank you, Steve. Would that

be acceptable, sir?

DR. COHEN: Yes. That will be the message

I'll bring and I'll do my best to get the report by

December 15.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Let me ask a question

for Mr. Porcelli and the rest of the Committee.

Are there any unintended consequences for our not

taking a positive action on the decision for

redetermination?

MS. WANNER: Traditionally, our position

has been that if you defer a decision, the

comparability determination continues until there

is a final decision.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: I'm sorry. Would you

repeat that, please, Ms. Wanner?

MS. WANNER: I'm sorry. The traditional

approach has been that if a decision is deferred,

the comparability determination continues until a

final decision by the Committee.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Thank you. I wanted to

be sure that we clarified that so that we did not
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place Israel in any kind of undue jeopardy by

having a hiatus of not being determined to be

comparable.

I'm hearing the motion to read that we

will delay the decision on redetermination of

accreditability until the reports that have been

requested and have been identified have been

submitted and the Committee takes action; is that

the sense of the motion?

DR. CRANE: I think for most points there

certainly appears to be a good system and

comparability. This is a matter of getting house

in order.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: And are you comfortable

with this action, Professor Cohen?

DR. COHEN: Yes, thank you very much.

That's a decision that we can certainly deal with

that. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Are there any other

comments or questions or discussion of the motion?

Motion is on the floor. All those in favor please

say aye.
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[Chorus of ayes.]

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Those opposed?

[No response.]

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Are there any

abstentions?

[No response.]

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Thank you. Thank you

very much, Professor Cohen, for coming and making

this important contribution to our deliberations

and we would ask that this be kept confidential, of

course, because this does await a letter form the

Secretary that officially requests the information

that we've identified, and we look forward to

seeing you then in March.

DR. COHEN: Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Thank you.

[Executive session concludes.]

-

SABA

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Next is Saba, and we

will invite Mr. Sneed to come forward and we will

await the arrival of our guests.
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