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record.

DR. MUNO Z : I just had a question for the

ACCM process since you accredit a lot of

organizations. Have you had other experiences

where there's been a change in ownership, and have

you used that previous experience or the current

experience to change your policies about how you

look at your accreditation process when there is a

change in ownership?

DR. PEACOCK: Yes. We've actually had

this experience only earlier this year because,

interestingly enough, the ACCM also represents the

Island of Grand Cayman on which is situated St.

Matthew's University Medical School. A report on

that school was put before your Committee last

sprlng. And it's the same owner who owns St.

Matthew's as actually purchased Saba University.

And we have had the experience of meeting

with the owner in the context of Grand Cayman, and

we have been very heartened by his approach and his

very serious attitude to what medical education is

all about. We're very happy with the changes he
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made with St. Matthew's.

At the moment, with regard to the new

ownership of Saba University, there has been no

plan at all to change the executive and structure

in the school or faculty or anything. In other

words, it's business as usual. But we will be,

according to our protocol, we are obliged to go

through a very definite process and very, I suppose

one could say put him under the microscope when it

actually comes to his intentions. But we are

heartened by what our previous experience has been.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Dr. Hallock.

DR. HALLOCK: My question was going to be

along the same lines, Tony. You have no

indication, however, that there's anything that's

changed with the change of ownership? You're not

going because of that? It's a protocol that takes

you there?

DR. PEACOCK: Yes, that's correct, and the

president, all the deans and so forth, all that

structure has remained. We have been assured of

that in writing, that there is absolutely no
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changes envisaged at this stage.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Dr. Munoz.

DR. MUNOZ: Just a quick question. From

your experience with this school, do you have any

estimation about the number of U.s. students who

are actually at Saba?

DR. PEACOCK: Yes. Approximately 60

percent.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Dr. Crane.

DR. CRANE: Is there a tendency to

aggregation of medical schools by particular

owners, any of those medical schools? And if so,

why do you think that might be the case?

DR. PEACOCK: Well, we haven't seen any

evidence of any aggregation at this stage. We have

been assured verbally that each particular medical

school will act in a completely independent way

from the other. By the fact that there's a common

owner basically will not affect the way the

individual schools are run.

We're also very, very aware of the fact

that a properly functioning board of trustees must
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be operational for each school, and we pay

particular emphasis to that, as has been reflected

in the supplementary information you got for 2006.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Mr. La Porte.

MR. La PORTE: You said 60 percent of the

students at Saba were American citizens. Do you

have any idea why none of them availed of loans

that are available through the program?

DR. PEACOCK: Oh yes, the application for

the FFEL program has been running for a number of

years, but we based on the information we have,

approval has not yet been granted. We would not

consider that as part of the role of the

Accreditation Commission.

The role of the ACCM is to ensure that the

standards are comparable to United States' schools.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: The school individually

has to apply and they have a different process and

requirements before they're approved for award of

Federal student loans.

Are there questions from Committee? Is

there a motion? Dr. Maldonado.
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DR. MALDONADO: I move that the NCFMEA

accept the report submitted by Saba and request

that it submit a report on its accreditation

activities for review at the September 2009 meeting

of the NCFMEA, conditioned that there is an interim

report on the change of ownership.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Thank you. Is there a

second to the motion? Question while we're waiting

for a second.

Their redetermination will be 2009; is

that right, Mr. Sneed?

MR. SNEED: Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Okay. Does that impact

on your motion, Dr. Maldonado?

DR. MALDONADO: Not really because we

discussed this in the past, and the report here is

so thorough, and we have so much information about

this school, that the only concern is the change of

ownership that could be sent, and then we can look

at the report and redetermination at the same time

in two years.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Dr. Crane.
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DR. CRANE: Is it common practice to

condition an approval?

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: We have taken

conditioned approval conditioned upon certain

issues that will be, but it falls short of being a

pure approval. In general, it has gotten us into

some difficulties because people forget the

discussion that was relevant at the time that

decision was made, it's better to always have a

cleaner expectation that is clearly stated to the

country so that there is no ambiguity.

And that's why I asked the question in

that regard, because they will be up for

redetermination in 2009, so the motion is really to

ask for an interim report prior to their

reapplication for redetermination in 2009. Is that

what I understand?

All right. Is there a second to the

motion?

MR. La PORTE: Second.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Mr. La Porte.

[Motion made and seconded.]
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CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: All those in favor

please say aye.

[Chorus of ayes.]

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Those opposed?

[No response.]

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Are there any

abstentions?

[No response.]

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Thank you very much,

Dr. Peacock--it's a pleasure to see you as always--

and, Mr. Sneed, for your excellent analysis.

[Executive session concludes.]

- -

DR. HALLOCK: I have a comment. Here we

have a report, an interim report and then a

redetermination, all of which are proximate within

the 16 or 18 months, and it seems like it's double

or triple duty to ask for an interim report on

this, and then a report and then a redetermination.

Maybe at some point, we could talk about

that, to both change our workload and make things a

little clearer for the countries.
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CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: And that is the reason

that I made those other comments, because if

they're up for redetermination in 2009, then that

process is clear, and the simplicity of the issue

is that he's asking for a report on the ownership

in the interim of the reapplication, which is just

a simple.

DR. MALDONADO: Yes. You know my concern

is the changing ownership; I think it's important

for us to have a record. I don't really want to

have another one of these full reports just in a

year when we're going to have redetermination and

we have been looking at this for so many times.

I agree totally. That's

Yes, I agree..

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: I think that's the

point we came to. Are you comfortable with that?

DR. HALLOCK: Yes. Oh, yes.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Okay.

-
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