






213

the Accreditation Commission. However, I was

elected in May the Rector of the university, the

second university in Slovakia. It's Pavol Jozef

Safarik University. So I am no more a member of

the Accreditation Commission because of the

conflict of interest. That's all from my side.

Professionally, I am Professor of Medical

Pharmacology in the Faculty of Medicine.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Thank you for your

comments, and could I ask you to turn off the mic,

please, because it interferes? Thank you, Dr.

Stransky.

The fact that you mentioned that you had

to resign your other position also imposes some of

our guidelines, that we try to avoid conflicts of

interest, and we commend you for recognizing that

and taking appropriate action.

Before we break for executive session, I

would ask if there are any general comments or

questions from members of the Committee? Thank

you. If we could ask our guests to excuse

themselves and we'll go into executive session.
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[Executive session begins:]

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Dr. Munoz.

DR. MUNOZ: Once again, it's a pleasure to

have you with us. I was quite pleased with the

material that you forwarded. You are faced with a

dual process of having to both meet the

certification standards that we've requested, as

well as the European Union, and I wondered if you

could comment on the degree of similarity and the

degree of differences in the two processes as you

found them or are finding them?

DR. STRANSKY: I think that all doctors

who are graduates in Slovakia medical schools, they

are awarded Degree of Medicine, University of

Doktor. The Latin abbreviation is MUDr. And it's

obtained at the end of the study after the six

years, passing the State exams, and it's recognized

in all countries of Europe, not only in European

Union countries, but also the rest of the countries

that signed the Common Agreement on Mutual

Recognition of Diplomas. So this lS concerning the

recognition of the degree.
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DR. MUNOZ: Have there been differences in

the two processes, what you're required to do for

the European Union and what you're required to do

for our Committee?

DR. STRANSKY: I think that all the time,

the higher education law changes. There are at

least ten amendments. About one month ago, it was

approved last amendment in the Parliament, and we

are approaching almost an absolute agreement with

the regulations, which are valid for the European

Union. So it's really pleasure for us.

We can do common programs with other

countries during the medical studies, exchange of

students, exchange of teachers, so I think it's

going very well in this area of university studies.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Other questions, Dr.

Munoz?

DR. MUNO Z : No.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Dr. Hallock.

DR. HALLOCK: Explain for us the

relationship between the appointment of the Rector

by the government, the reporting to the Minister of
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and the role of the dean in your school?

DR.

again.

DR.

DR.

MIROSSAY:

HALLOCK:

MIROSSAY:

Excuse me, please. Once

Okay.

Yes. The relationship

between Rector of the University?

DR.

President?

DR.

DR.

HALLOCK:

MIROSSAY:

HALLOCK:

Minister of Health?

DR.

of Education.

DR.

DR.

DR.

MIROSSAY:

HALLOCK:

MIROSSAY:

HALLOCK:

of the medical school?

DR. MIROSSAY:

Rector is appointed by the

Ye s, yes.

Okay. But reports to the

No, reports to the Ministry

Ministry of Education.

Yes.

And then there is the dean

Dean of the medical school

reports to the Rector of the university and then to

the Minister of Education.

DR. HALLOCK: Through the Rector?

McLAUGHLIN REPORTING

703 820 5098

001266



217

DR. MIROSSAY: Through the Rector, yes.

DR. HALLOCK: So are you then in charge of

the medical school or is the dean?

DR. MIROSSAY: No. I'm only a member of

medical school, but I was elected Rector of the

university now.

not representative of medical school. I am

representative of the university. It's only by

chance that I am from medical school.

DR. HALLOCK: Okay. The point is the dean

of the medical school then is the person who's in

charge of the academic programs for the medical

school?

Yes.

Exactly, yes.

Okay. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Further questions, Dr.

Hallock?

DR. HALLOCK: No.
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CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Dr. Mu n 0 Z , is there a

motion?

DR. MUNOZ: Yes. I move that the NCFMEA

based on the most recent information materials

received from Slovakia affirm that the standards

and processes used by the Accreditation Commission

of the government of the Slovak Republic to

accredit medical schools in Slovakia are comparable

to those used to accredit medical schools in the

United States.

In addition, the NCFMEA requests that

Slovakia submit a report on its accreditation

activities for the review in our September 2009

meeting.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: You're asking for

revlew in two years?

DR. MUNOZ: Yes. I'm asking for

acceptance of comparability initially and for

review, a report in two years.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Two years. Dr.

Hallock?

DR. HALLOCK: I'll second that motion.
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[Motion made and seconded.]

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: You've heard the motion

and second. Is there discussion on the motion?

All those in favor please say aye.

[Chorus of ayes.]

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Those opposed?

[No response.]

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Are there any

abstentions?

[No response.]

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Thank you very much and

congratulations for all of your hard work and thank

you for corning to be with us, and we look forward

to seeing you in 2009.

DR. STRANSKY: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: We'd ask that you keep

this action confidential until the country of

Slovakia can be officially notified by the

Secretary of Education. Thank you.

DR. STRANSKY: Can I ask when we will

obtain the decision, official decision, I mean?

What is the time?
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CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: In due time.

DR. STRANSKY: Due.

[Laughter.]

DR. STRANSKY: Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: I'm sorry I'm not able

to give you a more definitive answer.

DR. STRANSKY: Yes.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: It will be timely. It

will not be as rapid as you would like to see it,

but it will be timely, and I'd even venture to say

it will be within this year.

DR. STRANSKY: Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Thank you. Is that

safe?

MS. LEWIS: We hope to have it within 60

days.

[Executive session concludes.]

- - -

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: Ms. Greathouse, has the

representative from Netherlands arrived?

MS. GREATHOUSE: Yes.

CHAIRMAN DOCKERY: They have. Thank you.
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