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DearMr.Kalvemark:

TheNational CommitteeonForeignMedicalEducationandAccreditation{NCFMEA)metin
Washington,D.C.,onSeptember 15, 2000,toreview, amongotherthings,the additional
InformationprovidedbytheNational AgencyforHigherEducationpertainingtoSweden's
standardsandprocessesforaccreditationofmedicalschools. TheNCFMEAhaddecided,atits
March2000meeting,todefermakingadecisiononthecomparabilityofSweden'saccreditation
standardsformedicalschoolsuntilitsSeptembermeeting,pendingthereceiptofadditional
Information.

lampleasedtoinformyouthattheNCFMEA atitsSeptember15, 2000,meeting,determined
thattheaccreditationorapprovalstandardsusedbytheNational AgencyforHigherEducationto
evaluatethemedicalschoolsinSwedenarecomparabletothoseusedtoevaluateprograms
leadingtotheM.D.degreeintheUnitedStates. Thisdeterminationofcomparabilitybythe
NCFMEAhasamaximumdurationofsixyearsfromthedateofthisletter unlessthe
Committeewithdraws, extendsorrenewsitsdeterminationpriortothatdate. Beforeexpiration ofthesix
year period,theNCFMEAwillseektoconfirmthatyourstandardsandproceduresfor
accreditingorapprovingmedicalschoolsinSwedenarestilicomparabletotheaccreditation
standardsappliedtomedicalschoolsinthe UnitedStates. Ifso,itspreviousdeterminationof
comparabilitywillbeextendedforanotherperiod.

Aspartof itscomparabilitydecision,theNCFMEAhasrequestedthattheNational Agencyfor
HigherEducationsubmitannualreportstotheNCFMEA. ThefirstreportwillbeduetotheU.S.
Department ofEducationbyAugustl,2001,forreviewattheSeptember2001NCFMEA
meeting.ThepurposeoftheannualreportistoprovidetheNCFMEAwithasummaryof
accreditationactivitiesincludingthefollowinginformation:

e Overviewofaccreditationactivities: AsummaryofkeyactivitiesbytheNational Agency
forHigherEducationduringthepast year(August2000-July2001),suchasaccreditation
reviewsconducted, accreditationdecisionsreached,accreditationconferencesortraining
sessionsheld.
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e Summaryofanychangesordevelopmentsinthefollowingareas:

e« LawsandRegulations: Anychangesinyourcountry'slawsorregulationsaffecting
theaccreditationof your medicalschools.

o  Standards.ProcessesandProcedures: Anychangesintheaccreditationstandards,

processesorproceduresthattheNational AgencyforHigherEducationusesto
evaluateandaccreditmedicalschools.

e  Scheduleofupcomingaccreditationactivities: Alistingofaccreditation meetingsand
listingofon-sitevisitstomedicalschoolsplannedforAugust2001-July2002.

AtthemeetingtheCommitteemembersalsoexpressedtheirappreciationforyourassistancein
ensuringthattheNCFMEAChairandExecutiveDirectorreceiveddetailedinformationonthe
SwedishsystemofhighereducationandaccreditationduringtheirAugustsitevisit to Stockholm.
Inaddition theNCFMEAmMemberswishtothankMs.KerstinEliassonfromthe
SwedishEmbassyforherparticipation intheSeptembermeeting.

AsaresultofthedeterminationofcomparabilitybytheNCFMEA ,anymedicalschoolinyour
countrythatisaccreditedorapprovedbytheNational AgencyforHigherEducationmayapply
totheU.S.DepartmentofEducationtoparticipateintheFederalFamilyEducationalLoan
(FFEL)program. Ifamedicalschool'sapplicationisapproved,otherwiseeligiblestudents
enrolledintheschoolwhoarceitherU.S.citizensorpermanentresidents oftheU.S.mayreceive
loanstofinancetheirmedicaleducationthroughtheFFEL program.Medicalschoolsthatwishto

participateintheFFEL programmayobtaintheproperapplicationformsfromtheForeign
SchoolsTeamatthefollowingaddress:

ForeignSchoolsTeam
U.S.DepartmentofEducation
Room3674,ROB-3

7"& D Streets.S.W.

Washington.D.C.20407
U.S.A.

PleasesendtheannualreportthatisduebyAugustl,2001,totheDirectorofAccreditationand
StateL iaisonattheaddressbelow. Ifyouhaveanyqguestionsconcerningthenatureofthe
InformationtheNCFMEAIsseeking,Dr.Kershensteincanbereachedat(202)219-7011
(telephone),(202)219-7005(fax)andKaren _Kershenstein@cd.gov(e-mail).

Dr.KarenW.Kershenstein,Director
AccreditationandStateLiaison

U.S.DepartmentofEducation
1990KStreet, NW—-Room 7105

Washington.D.C.20006-8509
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TheExecutiveDirectoroftheNCFMEAwillcontactyou
nextyearinthelatespringtoprovideinformationregardi
ng
theSeptember2001meetingandmoredetailsonsubmis
sionoftheannualreport.
Intheinterim.ifyouhaveanyquestions,pleasedonot
hesitatetocontactMs.LeBold at(202)219-
7009(telephone),(202)219-
7008(fax),orBonnie_LeBold@ed.gov(e-malil).

lwanttothankyoufortakingyoufortakingthetimetores
pondtoourrequestsforinformationaboutyour
standardsandprocessesforaccreditationofmedicalsch
ools.

sincerely, ,
F :

cc:Ms.KerstinEliasson
EmbassyofSweden






