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Background 
 
 

AtitsSeptember1996meeting,theNational CommitteeonForeignMedical Education 
andAccreditation(NCFMEA)determinedthatSweden'sstandardsfortheevaluationof 
itsmedicalschoolswerenotcomparabletothoseusedIntheUnitedStates.This 
determinationwasbasedsolelyonthefactthatSwedenhadnotsubmittedany 
Informationaboutitsstandards. 

 

 
 

In1999,SwedensubmittedanswerstotheDepartment'squestionnairealongwithsome 
otherInformationabouthighereducationInSweden. BasedontheNCFMEA'sreview 
oftheinformationprovidedbythecountryattheSeptember1999NCFMEAmeeting, 
theCommitteedecidedtovacateItspriordeterminationofnon-comparabilityuntilits 
March2000meeting.Inmakingthisdecision,theCommitteerequestedthatSweden 
provideadditional InformationfortheCommittee'suseattheMarch2000meeting.The 
specificInformationtheNCFMEArequestedwasthefollowing: 

 
 

(1)AnEnglishcopyofthestandardsSwedenusestoevaluateitsmedical schools; 
• 

 
 

(2)AdescriptionoftheprocessesSwedenusestoapplyitsstandardswhen conductingon-
sitevisitsandInmakingaccreditationdecisionsonmedical schools: •  

 
 
 

(3)  AcopyofSweden'saccreditationagency'spolicyastothefrequencyof 
reaccreditationvisits; and 

 
 

(4) AnyInformationnotpreviouslysubmittedthatispertinenttothe 
Committee'srevisedguidelines,whichwereadoptedatthe • 

September1999meeting. • 
• 

 

Swedensubmittedsomeadditional InformationInJanuary2000.However,the 
 AdditionalinformationdidnotaddressalloftheIssuesraisedbytheCommittee.After 
discussingtheIssueswiththeSwedishrepresentativeattheMarch2000meeting,the 
NCFMEAdecidedtodeferadecisiononthecomparabilityofSweden'sstandardsand 
processesfortheaccreditation approval ofmedical schoolsuntiltheCommittee'sFall 
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•
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2000meeting.InAugust2000,theChairandExecutiveDirectoroftheNCFMEA 
traveledtoSwedentomeetwithSwedishofficialsaboutthatcountry'sstandardsand 
processesforevaluatingmedical schools.TheInformationobtainedduringthatvisitis 
IncorporatedIntothestaffanalysisthatfollows. 

 
 
 
 
 

Introduction:AnOverviewofHigherEducationInSweden 
 

 
• 

Historically,postsecondaryeducationInSwedencontainedastrongelementofnational 
planningandregulations.Thealmsandlength,aswellasthelocationandfinancing,of most 
studyprogramswerelaiddownby Parliament  .Until1989,thecentral government also 
establishedthecurriculaforallthegeneral studyprograms. 

 
 

In1991,amajorreformwasInitiated,aimedatderegulatingthehighereducation 
system,therebygivinggreaterautonomytoeachInstitutionofhighereducationanda 

• widerscopeofIndividual choicetostudents.Althoughthereformshaveproducedmany 
changes,includingthedesiredgreaterautonomyforinstitutionsandgreaterchoicefor 
students,Parliamentandgovernmentarestillfundamentallyresponsibleforhigher· • 
educationInSweden.AlmostallhighereducationInstitutionsfallunderthe 
responsibilityoftheMinistryofEducationandScience.TheoneexceptionIsthe 
UniversityofAgricultural Sciences,whichoperatesunderthejurisdictionoftheMinistry 
ofAgriculture.MostofthehighereducationInstitutionsInSwedenareactuallyrunby 
thecentral government,andtheemployeesoftheuniversitiesanduniversitycolleges 
arenational civilservants. 

 

 
 

TheSwedishLawonHigherEducationandtheHigherEducationOrdinanceregulateall 
ofSweden'suniversities, includingthemedical schools. TheHigherEducation 
Ordinancehasanannex,theDegreeOrdinance,wherebythegovernmentregulatesthe 
degreesandqualificationsinthehighereducationsystem. Themedical 
qualificationIsadegreeprotectedbyLaw. 

• 
 
 

Whilethegovernmentdecideswhichtypesofdegreesandqualificationsmaybe 
awarded,theNational AgencyforHigherEducation(the"Agency"),anautonomous 
bodyundertheMinistryofEducationandScience,decideswhichInstitutionswillbe 
giventherighttoawardthesedegrees.TherighttoawardadegreeIsnotgrantedtoan 
institutionforalltime.Rather,theAgencyconducts"qualityaudits"ofallinstitutionson 
aregularbasistodetermineIftheyshouldretaintherighttoawarddegrees.In1996, 
forexample,theAgencyconductedacomprehensivereviewofmedicaleducationin 
Sweden. 

 
 

 

InApril2000,theSwedishParliamentenactedlegislationrequiringtheAgencyto 
perform"recurrentevaluationsofallacademicsubjectsandprogrammesinuniversities 
andcolleges,startingIn2001.Theseevaluationsshouldtakeplaceeverysixyearsand 
Includeallprogrammesleadingtogeneraldegreesorvocationaldegreesaswellas 
researchtraining.Theyshouldalsotakeintoaccounttherighttoawarddegrees.' 
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• 

Fundingforthecentral government-operatedhighereducationinstitutionsInSwedenis 
basedonanallocationsystem.Thefundamental principleofthissystemisthat 
appropriationstoIndividual institutionsaremadeonthebasisoftheresultsachievedby 
theinstitution.About60percentofthegovernmentgranttoanInstitutionIsrelatedto 
thenumberofcreditpointsearnedbystudents"[presumablyfortheirsuccessful 
completionoftheirprogramofstudy]andabout40percentisrelatedtothenumberof full-
time-equivalentstudentsattheinstitution. 

 
 
 

MedicaleducationInSwedenIsprovidedatsixcentral government-operatedInstitutions 
ofhighereducation,fiveofwhichareuniversities,theotheraspecializedinstitutionof 
highereducationandresearch.Thesixinstitutionsare: 

 

• 
• 

UniversityofUppsala 
UniversityofLund 
UniversityofGoteborg • 

UniversityofUmea 
UniversityofLlnkoplng 
TheKarollnskaInstitute 

 
 

• 
 

SummaryofFindings 
 
 
 

BasedontheinformationprovidedbySwedeninwrittendocumentsaswellasthe 
informationgatheredduringasitevisittoSweden, Departmentstaffconcludesthatthe 

• systemusedbySwedentoaccreditmedical schoolshassomeaspectsthatare 
comparabletothesystemusedIntheUnitedStates.However,thesystemalsohas 
somefeaturesthataredifferentfromthoseusedIntheUS. Most notably,incertain 
areas(suchascurriculum) theSwedishsystemdoesnothaveformal standardsthatall ' 
medicalschoolsmustmeet.  Rather,thegovernmentestablishescertainbroad 
educationalgoalsfortheM.D. programandpermitsschoolsflexibilityInsettingthe 
methodstobeusedtoachievethosegoals. . 

 

. 
ItshouldbenotedthatSwedenhasdevelopedverydetailedcompetenciesthatmustbe 
metbyanIndividual who wishes tobelicensedtopracticemedicineinSweden.These 
competenciesprovidetheframeworkfortheskillsandknowledgethatmustbetaught 
duringthefiveandone-halfyearsofundergraduatemedical studiesplustheoneand one-
halfyearsofclinicalpre-licensureInternship. Thesecompetenciesalsoprovidethe 
frameworkfortheNationalAgencyforHigherEducationtodetermineifeachmedical 
schoolisInfactmeetingthegovernment-establishededucational goals fortheM.D. 
program.  

 
 
 
 
 

 StaffAnalysis 
•
 

 

TheNationalCommitteeonForeignMedical EducationandAccreditationischarged 
withdeterminingwhetherthestandardsofaccreditationusedbyaforeigncountryto 
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accreditmedicalschoolsofferingprogramsleadingtotheM.D.(orequivalent)degree 
arecomparabletostandardsofaccreditationappliedtoM.D.programsIntheUnited 
States. 

 
 
 

Inmakingthisdetermination,theCommitteeusesthefollowingguidelineswhichIthas 
.  determinedprovideanappropriateframeworkforthethoroughevaluationofmedical 

schoolsofferingprogramsleadingtotheM.D.(orequivalent)degree.Ingeneral,these 
guidelinesaresimilarto,andbasedupon,thestandardsusedbytheLiaisonCommittee ' onMedical Education(LCME)toaccreditmedicalschoolsIntheUnitedStates.The 
Committeewishestomakeitclear,however,thattheseareInfactguidelinesandthata 
foreigncountry'sstandardsandevaluationprocessescandiffersubstantiallyfromthese 
guidelinesandtheLCME standardsandstillbedeterminedtobecomparabletothe 
standardsusedIntheUnitedStates,providedtheforeigncountrycan demonstratethat 
ItsstandardsandprocessesareeffectivealternativestothoseusedIntheUnited States. 

 
• 

 

TheseguidelineswereadoptedbytheNational CommitteeonForeignMedical 
EducationandAccreditationatitsSeptember15,1999meetingandbecameeffectiveat 
theconclusionofthatmeeting. •  • 

 
 
 
 

• PART1:TheEntityResponsiblefortheAccreditation/Approval ofMedical Schools 
• 

 
 

Thereshouldbeaclearlydesignatedbodyresponsibleforevaluatingthe quality 
ofmedical educationintheforeigncountry, andthatbodyshouldhaveclear 
authoritytoaccredit/approvemedicalschoolsinthecountrythatoffer educational 
programsleadingtotheM.D.(orequivalent)degree. 

 
 
 

TheNational AgencyforHigherEducation,anautonomousbodyundertheMinistryof 
EducationandScience, ischargedwithmonitoring,evaluating,andpromoting 
postsecondaryeducationInSweden. ThecharterfortheAgency, whichwasIssuedby 
theSwedishgovernmentIn1995,statesthattheAgencyIsthecentral authorityfor 
questionsregardingpublicuniversitiesandcolleges,aswellasprivatehighereducation 
institutionsthatreceivestatesupportorhavebeengiventherighttoawarddegrees.As 
mentionedintheintroduction, theSwedishgovernmenthasconferredupontheAgency 
theauthoritytodecideontherightofspecificuniversitiesandInstitutionsofhigher 
educationtoawarddegrees.InApril 2000,thegovernmentalsochargedtheAgency 
withconductingregularevaluationseverysixyearsofallsubjectsandstudyprograms 
offeredbySwedishuniversitiesandInstitutionsofhighereducation. 

 
 

Documentation:  
LetterdatedJuly14,2000 fromTorstenKalvemark, SeniorAdvisor, National Agencyfor 
HigherEducation,toDr. KarenKershensteln, U.S.DepartmentofEducation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
• 



• 

• 
 
 

• • 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARTII:Accreditation/Approval Standards 
 

 
 

Theentitywithintheforeigncountrythatisresponsibleforevaluatingthequality 
ofmedicaleducationinthe countryandhasauthoritytoaccredit/approvemedical 
schoolsshouldhavestandardscomparabletothefollowing: 

 

 
 

1. MissionandObjectives 
 . 
(a) Theeducational missionofthemedical school mustservethegeneral 
publicinterest, anditseducational objectivesmustsupportthemission. 
Themedical school'seducational programmustbeappropriateinlightof 
themissionandobjectivesoftheschool. 

 
 

(b)Anessential objectiveofaprogramofmedical educationleadingtothe 
M.D.(orequivalent)degreemustbetopreparegraduatestoenterand 
completegraduatemedical education, qualifyforlicensure, provide • 

competentmedical care, andhavetheeducationalbackgroundnecessary 
forcontinuedlearning. 

 

 
Swedenhasstatedinitsresponsetothequestionnairethatthereisarequirementthat 
theeducational missionofthemedical school mustservethepublicInterest. 

 
 
 

Swedenhasalsostatedthattheoperationsoftheinstitutionsofhighereducationin 
Sweden,Includingthemedicalfaculties,areregulatedbytheSwedishLawonHigher 
EducationandtheHigherEducationOrdinance,whichstatestheeducational goalsfor 
allmajorprogramslikemedicine,engineering, etc.TheDegreeOrdinance,theannex 
totheHigherEducationOrdinance,establishesthefollowingeducationalgoalsfor 
medicaleducation: 

 
• 

"Inordertogetthemedical qualificationstudentsmust: • 
 
 

- Acquireknowledgeandskillsnecessaryforthemedicalprofessionand 
forsubsequentclinicaltrainingwhichisthepreconditionfor 
registration. 

 
 
 

- Acquireknowledgeaboutthoseconditionsinsocietywhichaffectthe 
healthofmenandwomenInordertobeabletoworkwithpreventionof 
disease. 

 
 
 

- Developtheknowledgeofoneselfaswellasanabilityforempathyand 
anethical andholisticviewofman,therebydevelopingalsoanability 
toestablishgoodrelationswithpatientsandpersonsIncloseproximity 
withthem. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 
 

• 
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- Acquireknowledgeabouttheorganizationandtheeconomyofthe 
healthcaresystemwhichIsofImportanceforalldoctorsasweltasthe 
skillsforteamworkandcooperationwithallprofessional groups." 

 
 

AnotherImportantgoal isthatthemedicaltrainingshouldbe"ofsufficientbasisforthe 
subsequent18-monthpre-registration(orpre-licensure)periodasahouseofficer." 

 
 

Documentation: 
Sweden'sresponsetothequestionnaire 
LetterdatedJune22,1999fromTorstenKalvemark,SeniorAdvisor,National Agency 
forHigherEducation,toMs. BonnieLeBold,U.S.DepartmentofEducation 
Annex7,DegreeOrdinanceonMedicalQualifications,excerptsofwhichareprovidedInthelet
terdatedJuly14,2000fromTorstenKalvemark,SeniorAdvisor, NationalAgency 
forHigherEducation,toDr. KarenKershensteln, U.S.DepartmentofEducation 

• 

2.. _ Governance  
 
 
 

(a) Themedical school mustbelegallyauthorizedtoprovideaprogramof 
medical educationinthecountryinwhich it islocated, 

 
 

Swedenhasstatedinitsresponsetothequestionnairethatitsmedical schoolsmust 
havelegal authorizationto, providemedicaleducation. 

 
 

SwedenhasalsostatedthattheSwedishLawonHigherEducationgivesthe 
governmenttherighttodecidewhichtypesofdegreesandqualificationsmaybe 
awarded,andthe charterfortheNational AgencyforHigherEducationgivesthe 
AgencytheauthoritytodeterminewhichInstitutionswillbegiventherighttoaward 
thesedegrees.Thus,a!!Institutionsofhighereducationthatprovidemedical education 
mustbelegallyauthorizedbythegovernmenttodoso. 

 
 

Documentation: 
Sweden'sresponsetothequestionnaire 
Annex1,SwedishLawonHigherEducation,excerptsofwhichareprovidedintheletter 
datedJuly14,2000fromTorstenKalvemark,SeniorAdvisor,National Agencyfor 
HigherEducation,toDr. KarenKershensteln; U.S.DepartmentofEducation 
Annex2,CharterfortheNationalAgencyforHigherEducation,excerptsofwhichare 
providedintheletterdatedJuly14,2000fromTorsten Kalvemark, SeniorAdvisor, 
NationalAgencyforHigherEducation,toDr. KarenKershensteln,U.S. Departmentof 
Education · 

 
 
 
 
 

(b) Theremustbeanappropriateaccountabilityofthemanagementofthe 
medical school toanultimateresponsibleauthorityexternal toand 
Independentoftheschool'sadministration.Thisexternal authoritymust 
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• 
 
 

havesufficientunderstandingofthemedical programtodeveloppolicies 
• IntheInterestofboththemedical school andthepublic. • 

 
 

EachuniversityorInstitutionofhighereducationismanagedbyagoverningboard, 
whichhasthe overallresponsibilityforalloperationswithintheinstitution,e.g., financial 
administrationandplanning,personnelmatters,etc.TheVice-Chancellor, whois 
appointedbythegovernmentonthebasisofproposalsfromtheBoardforaperiodof 
notmorethansixyears, istheChairmanoftheBoardandatthesametimethesenior 
manageroftheuniversityorInstitutionofhighereducationanditsprincipal
 represe
ntative.TheBoardconsistsof14members,themajorityofwhomareappointed 
bythegovernment.Appointmentisforaperiodofnotmorethanthreeyears.  . 

• 
 

OtherInformationprovidedbySwedenontheissueof thegovernanceofitsuniversities 
andInstitutionsofhighereducationincludedthefollowingstatements: 

 
 
 

• 'HigherEducationInstitutionsareaccountabletoanumberofpublicauthorities 
liketheNationalAgencyforHigherEducation,TheNationalAuditBoardand, 
ultimately,totheSwedishGovernment." 

 
 

"AllinstitutionsareunderthesupervisionoftheNationalAgencyforHigher 
Education,anautonomousbodyundertheMinistryofEducation,chargedwith 
thetaskofmonitoring,evaluatingandpromotingthepost-secondaryeducationof 
thecountry." 

 
 
 

Asthe centralgovernmentinSwedencontrolsmuchofhighereducation,including 
medicaleducation, andtherearelinkagesbetweentheMinistryofEducationand Science, 
whichcontrolshighereducation,andtheMinistryofHealthandSocial 
Services,whichadministerstheHealthandMedicalServicesActof1982,itwould 
appearthatthereisadequateresponsibleauthorityexternaltoandindependentofthe· 
school'sadministrationthathassufficientunderstandingofhealthandmedical' 
educationtodeveloppoliciesintheInterestofbothmedicalschoolsandthepublic• 

 
• 

Documentation: 
Sweden'sresponsetothequestionnaire 
Bookletentitled"HigherEducationInSweden' 
LetterdatedJune22,1999fromTorstenKalvemark,SeniorAdvisor, NationalAgency 
forHigherEducation,toMs. BonnieLeBold,U.S. DepartmentofEducation 

 
 

• 
• 

 

3. Administration 
 
 

(a) Theadministrationofthemedical school mustbeeffectiveand • 

appropriateinlightoftheschool'smissionandobjectives. 
 
 

(i)Theremustbesufficientadministrativepersonnel toensurethe 
effectiveadministrationofadmissions, studentaffairs, academic 
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• 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

affairs, hospital andotherheathfacilityrelationships, businessand 
planning, andtheotheradministrativefunctionsthatthemedical 
school performs. 

 
 

(II)Thechiefacademicofficerofthemedical schoolmusthave 
sufficientauthorityprovidedbytheinstitutiontoadministerthe 
educational program.ThatIndividual mustalsohavereadyaccess 
totheuniversitypresidentorotheruniversityofficial chargedwithfinal 
responsibilityfortheschool,andtootheruniversityofficialsasareneces
sarytofulfilltheresponsibilitiesofthechiefacademic officer'soffice. 

 
 

(Ill)InaffiliatedInstitutions,themedical school'sdepartmentheads 
andseniorclinical facultymembersmusthaveauthorityconsistent 
withtheir responsibilityfortheinstructionofstudents. 

 
 
 

Swedenhasslatedthatmedical schoolsarenormallypartofauniversityandthatthe 
presidentofauniversitymusthaveaPh.D.degreeandisusuallyaprofessor.Sweden 
hasalsostatedthefollowing: 

 
 
 

"Toagreatextentuniversitiesandinstitutionsofhighereducationdeterminetheir 
owninternal organization.TheHigherEducationActandtheHigherEducation 
Ordinanceprovideguidelineswithrespecttotheorganizationofmanagement 
andcertaindecision-makingbodies." 

 

 
• 

Thebooklet,HigherEducationInSweden,statesthatexceptforcertainrulesrelatedto 
faculty boardsandtherulespreviouslydiscussedunderGovernanceforgoverning · 
boards,universitiesandInstitutionsofhighereducationmaydecideforthemselveshow 
theyaretobeorganized.However, thegovernmententersintoathree-
yearcontract.witheachschoolaboutresources, 
includingresourcesforpersonnel,andtheAgency 
canremoveaschool'srighttoofferadegreeforpoorperformance/poorquality. 

 
 

Documentation: 
Sweden'sresponsetothe questionnaire 
Bookletentitled"HigherEducationInSweden• 
LetterdatedJune22,1999fromTorstenKalvemark,SeniorAdvisor,NationalAgency 
forHigherEducation,toMs. BonnieLeBold,U.S. DepartmentofEducation 

 
• 

 
• 

(b) Thechiefacademicofficial ofthemedical school mustbequalifiedby 
educationandexperiencetoprovideleadershipInmedical education. 

 
 

AccordingtoSweden,theDeanofamedical school musthaveaPh.D. degreeandis 
usuallyaprofessor. 
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Documentation: 
• 

Sweden'sresponsetothequestionnaire 
 
 
 
 

• 

  (c) Themedical school 
maydeterminetheadministrativestructurethatbestsuitsitsmissionandobjec
tives, butthatstructuremustensurethat 

• thefacultyisappropriatelyinvolvedindecisionsrelated to- 
 
 

(i) Admissions; • 
 

 

(ii)Hiring, retention, promotion,anddisciplineoffaculty;and 
 
 
 

(iii)Allphasesofthecurriculum, includingtheclinical education 
portion; 

 

. 
Aspreviouslymentioned,thebooklet,HigherEducationinSweden,statesthatihereare 
certainrulesforfacultyboards.Alluniversitiesandinstitutionsofhighereducationwith 
afacultyorganization(suchasamedicalschool)areobligedtohavefacultyboardswith 
responsibilityforresearchandpostgraduatetraining.Theteachersarealwaystohave 
amajorityInthespecial bodiesthatmakedecisionsrelatingtoIssuesofresearchand 
educationalcontent Studentshavetherighttoappointtworepresentativestothe 
facultyboardandtootherdecision-makingbodiesthatdeal withIssuesofteachingand 
educational content 

 
 

 

Initsresponsetothequestionnaire,Swedenprovidedthefollowingadditional 
informationaboutfaculty:  

 
• 

"Asfromtheacademicyear1993/94,eachuniversityanduniversitycollegeis 
entitledtodecideontheestablishmentofchairsandtheappointmentofstaff. 
Thecategoriesofteachingpoststhatmaybeestablishedare,however, • regulatedInthe HigherEducationOrdinance." 

 

 
 

"Theacademicstaffaregroupedintothefollowingmaincategories: professors, 
seniorlecturers,lecturersandresearchassistants.Professorshavesome 
teachingcommitmentsbutaremainlyengagedinresearchandpost-graduate 
supervision.Toqualifyforaseniorlecturer,apersonmusthaveadoctorateand 
beactiveinbothresearchandteaching.TeachingproficiencydisplayedIn 
undergraduateteachingisalsoacriterionforprofessional appointment 
Especiallydeservingseniorlecturerscanbepromotedtotherankofassistant 
professororfullprofessor." 

 
 
 

Duringbriefingsfor theNCFMEAChairandExecutiveDirector,officialsfromthe 
KarolinskaInstitutedescribedthecritical rolethatfacultyplayincurriculumdevelopment 
andevaluation.FacultymembersalsohaveanIntegral roleinadmissions,spendinga 
significantamountoftimeconductinginterviewswithprospectivestudents. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

• 
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Documentation: 
Sweden'sresponsetothequestionnaire 
Bookletentitled"HigherEducationInSweden• 
BriefingbyofficialsoftheKarolinskaInstituteonAugust29,2000,attheuniversity's 
campusinStockholm,Sweden · 

 
 
 
 
 

(d) Ifsomecomponentsoftheeducational programareconductedatsites 
thataregeographicallyseparatedfromthemaincampusofthemedical school, 
theschool musthaveappropriatemechanismsinplacetoensure that- 

 
 
 

(I)Theeducational experiencesatallgeographicallyseparatedsites 
arecomparableinqualitytothoseatthemaincampus; and 

• 
 

{II)Thereisconsistencyinstudentevaluationsatallsites. 
 
 
 

TheinstitutionIsresponsibleforsettingupmechanismstoensure consistentqualityof 
educationalinstructionandstudentevaluationsatallgeographicallyseparatedsites• 

• 
 

Documentation: 
BriefingsbyofficialsoftheNationalAgencyforHigherEducationonAugust28,2000,at 
theagency'sofficeinStockholm,Sweden 
BriefingbyofficialsoftheKarolinskaInstituteonAugust29,2000,attheuniversity's 
administrativeofficesinStockholm,Sweden · 

 
 
 

• 

4. Educational Program 
 
 

• 
{a) Duration: TheprogramofeducationleadingtotheM.D.(orequivalent) 
degreemustincludeatleast130weeksofinstruction, scheduledovera 
minimumoffourcalendaryears. 

 
 
 

Swedenhasstatedinitsresponsetothequestionnairethattheminimumlength 
requiredforaneducationalprogramisfiveandone-halfyears. . 

 
 

Sweden'sDegreeOrdinanceestablishesthelengthofthemedicaltrainingasfollows: 
 

 
 

'Themedical qualificationIncludescoursescomprising220creditpoints(220 
weeksor5.5years." 

 

 
 

Documentation: 
Sweden'sresponsetothequestionnaire 
LetterdatedJuly14,2000fromTorstenKalvemark,SeniorAdvisor,National Agencyfor 
HigherEducation, toDr. KarenKershensteln,U.S. DepartmentofEducation 

 
 
 

• 
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(b) CurricularContent:Themedicalschool'scurriculummustprovide 
studentswithgeneralprofessionaleducation,i.e. theknowledgeandskills 
necessarytobecomeaqualifiedphysician.Ataminimum,thecurriculum 
mustprovideeducationinthefollowing: · 

 
 

(i)Thesciencesbasictomedicine,including- 
 

(A) Thecontemporarycontentofthoseexpandeddisciplines  
thathavetraditionallybeentitledanatomy,biochemistry, 
physiology,microbiologyandimmunology,pathology, 
pharmacologyandtherapeutics,andpreventivemedicine;and 

 
 

(B) Laboratoryorotherpracticalexercisesthatfacilitatethe 
abilitytomakeaccuratequantitativeobservationsof 
biomedicalphenomenaandcriticalanalysesofdata. 

 

 
• 

Swedenhasstated initsresponsetothequestionnairethatthecurriculumofa medical 
schoolisrequiredtoprovideeducationinthesciencesbasictomedicine.Therequired 
basicsciencesare anatomy,histology,cellbiology,physiology, microbiology,  
pathology, andpharmacology.                                                                                            

 
 

Documentation: 
Sweden'sresponsetothequestionnaire                                      

 
 

 
(li)Avarietyofclinicalsubjects,Includingatleastthecoresubjects 
ofinternalmedicine,obstetricsandgynecology,pediatrics,surgery, 
andpsychiatryand,preferably,familymedicine. 

 
 
 

Note1:Medicalschoolsthatdonotrequireclinicalexperience 
Inoneoranotheroftheabovedisciplinesmustensurethat 
theirstudents possesstheknowledgeandclinicalabilitiesto 
enteranyfieldofgraduatemedicaleducation. 

 
 

Note2:Clinicalinstructionmustcoverallorgansystemsand 
Includeaspectsofacute,chronic,continuing,preventive,and • 

rehabilitativecare. 
 
 
 

Note3:Themedicalschool'sprogramofclinicalinstruction 
mustbedesignedtoequipstudentswiththeknowledge,skills, 
attitudes,andbehaviorsnecessaryforfurthertraininginthe 
practiceofmedicine. 

 
 
 

Note4:Instructionandexperienceinpatientcaremustbe 
providedinbothambulatoryandhospitalsettings. 
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• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note5:Eachrequiredclinicalclerkship(orequivalent)must 
allowthestudenttoundertakethoroughstudyofaseriesof 
selectedpatientshavingthemajorandcommontypesof 
diseaseproblemsrepresentedintheclerkship• 

• 
 
 

SwedenhasstatedInitsresponsetothequestionnairethattheclinical portionofthe 
curriculumIsrequiredtoprovideeducationinavarietyofclinical subjects.Therequired 
clinical subjectsandthetimedevotedtoeachisasfollows: 

 

• • 

internalmedicine-24weeks • 

Dermatology/Venerology-4weeks 
Infectiousdiseases-5weeks 
Forensicmedicine-1week · 
Surgery, IncludingEmergencyMedicineandRehabilitationMedicine-20weeks 
Ophthalmology/Otorhinolaryngology-6weeks 

• Psychiatry-7weeks 
• Drugdependence-2weeks 

Neurology-5weeks 
ObstetricsandGynecology-9weeks 
Clinicalgenetics-1week 
Pediatrics-10weeks · 
CommunityHealthScienceMedicine-6weeks 
Geriatrics-2weeks 
FamilyMedicine-2weeks • 

Oncology-2weeks 
• 

 

Clinical assignmentsconsistof20-25hoursperweekforallclinical subjects,andthe 
lengthofaclinicalrotationvariesfrom1to25weeks,dependingontheclinical subject 

 
 
 

Withregardtothetypesofmedicalfacilitiesthatmayprovidetheclinicalrotation, 
Swedenrequires"anaffiliationtoanacademicdepartment" Astotherequirementsfor 
supervisionofmedical studentsduringtheirclinicalexperience,Swedenhasprovided 
thefollowingresponse:  

 
 

"AteachdepartmentthereisoneresponsiblephysicianwithaMDorPhD 
degree.” 

 
 
 

• 

Swedendidprovidesomeinformationrelatedtothecompetenciesamedical studentis 
expectedtohaveachievedbytheendofthe"clinicalpre-registration"period,the18 
monthperiodthat follows completionofthe22.0-weekprogramofmedical education. 
ThedocumentationthecountryprovidedIndicatesthatthesecompetenciesaresetin 
theregulationsIssuedInMarch1999bytheNational BoardofHealth.Studentsare 
testedforthesecompetenciesattheendoftheclinicalpre-registrationperiodbymeans 
ofanationalexamadministeredbytheNational BoardofHealth.Althoughthis 
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• 
 
 
 
 
 
 

examinationisindependentofthemedicalschools,theresultsofthesetestsaretaken 
intoaccountintheevaluationoftheschools. 

 
 
 

InotherInformationSwedenprovided,thereisastatementthatanotherimportantgoal 
isthatthemedical trainingshouldbe“ofsufficientbasisforthesubsequent18-month pre-
registration(orpre-licensure)periodasahouseofficer."Arepresentationof 
KarolinskaInstitute,indescribingthemedicaleducationprogramatthatmedicalschool, 
saidthegoaloftheprogramistoprovidestudentswiththeknowledgeandskillsneeded for 
theclinical pre-registrationperiod. · 

 
 

Documentation: 
Sweden'sresponsetothequestionnaire 
LetterdatedJuly14,2000fromTorstenKalvemark, SeniorAdvisor, National Agencyfor 
HigherEducation,toDr. KarenKershensteln,U.S.DepartmentofEducation 
BriefingbyofficialsoftheKarolinskaInstituteonAugust29,2000,attheuniversity's 
administrativeofficesInStockholm,Sweden 

 
 
 
 
 

(iii)Disciplinesthatsupportthefundamental clinical subjects, such 
asdiagnosticimagingandclinical pathology. 

 
 
 

• (iv)Ethical, behavioral, andsocioeconomicsubjectspertinentto 
medicine. 

 
 

(v)Communicationsskillsintegral totheeducationandeffective 
• functionofphysicians, Includingcommunicationwithpatients, 

families, colleagues, and otherhealthprofessionals. 
 

• 

Swedenhasstatedinitsresponsetothequestionnairethatthecurriculumfor the 
medicalprogrammustprovideeducationInvariousethical, behavioral,and 

socioeconomicsubjectspertinenttomedicine, asevidencedbythefollowingstatement: 
 
 

• 

“SubjectssuchasMedical Ethics, PrinciplesInScientificResearch, Gender 
issues, HistoryofMedicine,LibrarySkillsandLiteratureSearch,Computer 
Literacy,Intercultural Awareness,LeadershipTraining,PresentationTechniques, 
HealthEconomics,andLawandMedicine.Thetimedevotedisapproximately 
oneweekpersemester."· 

 

Documentation: 
Sweden'sresponsetothequestionnaire • 

• 
 

 
 

(c).Design, implementation,andEvaluation: 
 
 
 

(I) TheremustbeIntegratedresponsibilitybyfacultywithinthe 
medical school forthedesign, implementation, andperiodic 

 
• 
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• 

   
 
 
• 

 
 
 

  

evaluationofallaspectsofthecurriculum, includingbothbasic 
sciencesandclinicaleducation. 

 
 

(ii)Themedical schoolmustregularlyevaluatetheeffectivenessof 
Itsmedicalprogrambydocumentingtheachievementofitsstudents 
andgraduatesinverifiablewaysthatshowtheextenttowhich 
Institutional andprogram purposesaremet. Theschool shoulduse 
avarietyofmeasurestoevaluateprogramquality, suchasdataon 
studentperformance, academicprogressandgraduation, 
acceptanceintoresidencyprograms, andpostgraduate 
performance; thelicensureofgraduates, particularlyinrelationto 
anynational norms; andanyothermeasuresthatareappropriate 
andvalidInlightoftheschool'smissionandobjectives• 

• 
 

Thegovernment,throughitspastnationalevaluationsanditsfuturereviews(toconform 
totherecentlyenactedlegislationrequiringreevaluationeverysixyears), monitorsthe 
medical school'sprocessesfordesigning,Implementing,andevaluatingcurriculaas 
wellastheschool'sprocessesforevaluatinganddocumenting studentachievement. 
Forexample, intheself-evaluationthattheKarollnskaInstitutepreparedforthe1996 
nationalevaluationofundergraduatemedicaleducation,theInstitutereportedonthe 
ongoingevaluationofcurriculabyItsCurriculumCommitteeonUndergraduateMedical 
Education.Theself-evaluationalsodescribedavarietyofevaluationInstruments:a 
clinicalpreparatoryexamination,comprisedofwrittenandoralcomponents,thatcovers 
subjectsstudiedinthefirsttwopre-clinicalyears; thetestingofclinical skillsbythe 
objectivestructuresclinical examination(OSCE)method;etc. 

 
• 

Documentation: 
Karolinskainstitute’sSelf-evaluationfortheNationalEvaluationofUndergraduate 
MedicalEducation,October1996(Englishtranslation-July1997) • 

• 
 
 
 

5. Medical Students 
 
 

(a)Admissions,Recruiting,andPublications 
 

• 

(I) Themedical school mustadmitonlythosenewandtransfer 
studentswhopossesstheintelligence, integrity, andpersonal and 
emotional characteristicsthataregenerallyperceivedasnecessary 
tobecomeeffectivephysicians. 

 
 

Initsresponsetothequestionnaire,SwedenhasprovidedthefollowingInformationon 
theissueofadmittingstudentstostudyatamedicalschool: 

 

 
 

"Thegeneralstandardsfortheadmissioncriteriaaresetnationallybythe 
National AgencyforHigherEducation.Tobeeligibleformedical studies, 
studentsmustfulfillthesestandards,whichentailrequirementsofpreviously 

 
 
 
 
 

• 
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• 

 
 
 

 • 
 
 

 
 
 

passedcoursesinsubjectslikemathematics,chemistry,biology,physicsand 
• English.TheselectionofstudentsIsdonebyacombinationofanational 

admissionssystemandlocal testandInterviewprocedures. 
 

 
 

"TobeadmittedtohighereducationinSweden,astudentmustfirstfulfillthe 
generalentrancerequirementswhicharecommontoallprogramsor courses, 
andthenmeetthespecificcourserequirementswhichcanbeImposedon 
applicantsbyanindividualuniversityoruniversitycollege.Thelattervary 
accordingtothefieldofeducationandtypeofcourse." 

• 
 

"AsfromJuly1,1993,thegeneral entrancerequirementsarethecompletionofa 
three-yearnationalprogramoftheupper secondaryschoolorotherequivalent 
Swedishorforeigneducation.AverygoodcommandofEnglishIsarequirement 
forallapplicants." 

 
 
 

AdditionalinformationSwedenhasprovideddictatesthattheuniversitiesand 
institutionsofhighereducationaregenerallyresponsiblefortheadmissionand 

·  selectionofstudents.
 Withina"generallyformulatedframework,"theinstitutionsdecidewhatselectioncriteriashoul
dbeusedforadmissiontotheirprogramsorcourses.Inaddition,theydeterminewhetherthead
missionprocedureshouldbecarriedoutlocally orbyusingtheservicesof
 theNationalAgencyforCoordinatedAdmissiontoHigher 

• Education,anagencyofthecentral government ,thatcoordinatessuchmattersasthe 
admissionofstudents.Iftheydecidetouseanyspecialtestsintheadmissions 
process,theymustfirstobtainpermissionfromtheNationalAgencyforHigher Education.
 · 

 
 

• Documentation: 
Sweden'sresponsetothequestionnaire 
Bookletentitled"HigherEducationInSweden" 
LetterdatedJune22,1999fromTorstenKalvemark, SeniorAdvisor,National Agency 
forHigherEducation,toMs. BonnieLeBold,U.S.DepartmentofEducation 

 
 
 
 
 

(it) Amedical school'spublications, advertising, andstudent 
recruitmentmust presentabalancedand accuraterepresentationof 
themissionandobjectivesofitseducational program.Itscatalog 
(orequivalentdocument)mustprovideanaccuratedescriptionof 
theschool, itseducational program, itsadmissionsrequirementsfor 
students(bothnewandtransfer),thecriteriaitusestodetermine 
thatastudentismakingsatisfactoryacademicprogressinthemedical 
program, anditsrequirementsfortheawardof theM.D. 
degree(orequivalent). · 

 
 
 

(iii)Unlessprohibitedbylaw, studentrecordsmustbe 
availableforreviewby thestudentand anopportunity 

 
 
 

• 
 
 
 

• 
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• 

• 
 
 
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 

providedtochallengetheiraccuracy.Applicablelawmust 
governtheconfidentialityofstudentrecords• 

• 
 

TheNational AgencyforHigherEducationpublishesaStudentHandbookeachyear 
thatprovidesinformationonallhighereducationInstitutions(Includingmedical schools) 
InSweden.Thishandbookgivesstudentsasourceofinformationthatisindependent 
oftheinstitutionsandallowsstudentstocompareInstitutionsbyconsultingone 
referenceguide. 

 
 
 

AnystudentattendingahighereducationInstitutioninSwedenhastherighttorequest 
toviewhisorherstudentrecords. 

 
 
 

Documentation: 
StudentHandbook2000-2001 
BriefingsbyofficialsoftheNational AgencyforHigherEducationanAugust 29, 2000,at 
theagency'sofficeInStockholm,Sweden 
BriefingbyofficialsoftheKarollnskaInstituteanAugust29,2000,attheuniversity's 
administrativeofficesInStockholm, Sweden 

 
 
 
 
 

(b)EvaluationofStudentAchievement 
 
 
 

(i)Themedical school facultymustestablishprinciplesandmethods 
fortheevaluationofstudentachievement, includingthecriteriafor 
satisfactoryacademicprogressandtherequirementsforgraduation. 

 
 
 

(ii)Themedical school'sevaluationofstudentachievementmust 
employavarietyofmeasuresofstudentknowledge, competence, 

•  andperformance, systematicallyandsequentiallyapplied 
throughoutthemedical program, Includingtheclinical clerkships. (iii) 
Themedical school mustcarefullymonitortheprogressofstudents 
throughouttheireducationalprogram, includingeachcourseand 
clinicalclerkship, 
mustpromoteonlythosewhomakesatisfactoryacademicprogress, 
andmustgraduateonlythosestudentswho 
successfullycompletetheprogram. 

 
 
 

InItsresponsetothequestionnaire,Swedenhasprovidedthefollowinginformation 
aboutthemonitoringofmedical students: 

 
 

• "Thereareregular(1-5)writtenandoral examinationseachsemester. 
Furthermore,programsfarqualityassuranceareIntendedtoensurethatthe 
studentsacquirerelevantknowledgeandcompetenceatthehighestlevel of 
Internationalquality." 

•• 
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AdditionalinformationprovidedbySwedenunderthisheadingincludesthefollowing: 
 

• 
"Importantaspectsare:clearandmeasurablegoals, curriculumcontentandits 
relevanceforemployment,mainlywithinthebiomedicalfield, the aptitudeofthe 
studentsforworkIntheirprospectivefield,theteachers,subjectcompetenceand 
teachingability, thephysical studyenvironment,i.e.,premisesandequipment, 
feedbackfromthestudents,feedbackfromemployersandpracticing 
professionals.Evaluationandfollow-uparetwoimportantinstrumentsfor · 
ensuringthatthedefinedaimsarefulfilled,e.g.,withrespecttoeducational and 
curriculargoals." 

 
 
 

Documentation: 
Sweden'sresponsetothequestionnaire 

 
 
 
 
 

(c)StudentServices 
 
 
 

Studentsmusthaveaccesstopreventiveandtherapeutichealth 
services, includingconfidentialmental healthcounseling.Policies 
must includeeducation, prevention, andmanagementofexposureto 
Infectiousdiseasesduringthecourseoftheeducational program. 

 
• 

Studentshaveaccesstohealthcareservicesandmental healthcounselingthroughthe 
National healthcaresystem. 

 
 

Documentation: 
BriefingsbyofficialsoftheNational AgencyforHigherEducationonAugust28,2000,at the 
agency'sofficeinStockholm,Sweden  
BriefingbyofficialsoftheKarollnskaInstituteonAugust29,2000,attheuniversity's 
campusinStockholm,Sweden 

 
 
 
 
 

6. ResourcesfortheEducationalProgram 
 

• 

(a)Finances:Themedical school musthaveadequatefinancial resources 
forthesizeand·scopeofitseducational program. 

 
 
 

Since1993,theuniversitiesandInstitutionsofhighereducationInSwedenhavebeen 
allocatedresourcesonthebasisofthenumberofstudentsenrolledandtheirsuccessful 
completionoftheir"studygoals." Beforethatitwasbasedentirelyontheplanned 
numberofstudyspaces.TheIdeabehindthenewfundingsystemistoencourage 
Institutionsofhighereducationtotailorthecoursestheyoffertostudentdemand.By linkingthe 
allocationoffundstoresults,theinstitutionsarealsogivenanincentiveto 
makethemosteffectiveuseoftheirresources. 

• 
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• • • 
 
 
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Appropriationsforpremises,furniture,andequipmentareIncludedInthelumpsums 
• disbursedbyParliamenttoeachInstitution.Sixtypercentofthegovernmentgrantis based

 onthenumberof creditpoints"earnedbystudents,fortypercentonfull-time 
equivalents.Thetotal amountthatcanbeallocated(maximum)Isbasedonan 
"educationtaskcontract"forathree-yearperiod; thecontractistheresultofadialogue 
betweentheMinistryofEducationandeachuniversityorInstitutionofhighereducation. 

 
 
 

'HigherEducationInSweden" 
 

• 
 
 
 

(b)Facilities: 
 
 

(I)Themedicalschool musthave, orbeassureduseof, physical 
facilitiesandequipment, includingclinical teachingfacilities, thatare • 

•  quantitativelyandqualitativelyadequateforthesizeandscopeof 
theeducational program, aswellasthesizeofthestudentbody. 

 
 
 

(ii)Themedicalschoolshouldbeencouragedtoconductbiomedical 
 

"  
researchandmustprovidefacilitiesforthehumanecareofanimals 
whenanimalsareusedInteachingandresearch. 

 
 
 

Swedenhasstatedinitsresponse tothequestionnairethat''Therearenoformal 
requirementsbutthegeneralsizeandqualityofthephysicalfacilitiesareonahigh 
Internationalstandard." 

• 
 
 

Asdiscussedintheprevioussection,facilitiesandequipmentarethesubjectof · 
discussionbetweenthegovernmentandeachinstitution.Thus,theremaybenoneed 
foraformalstandardforfacilitiesandequipment,giventhegovernmentrole. 

 
 

Documentation: 
Sweden'sresponsetothequestionnaire  

 
 

  
(c)Faculty: 

 
• 

(I)Membersof themedical school'sfacultymustbeappropriately 
qualifiedtoteachinamedical programleadingtotheM.D.(or 
equivalent)degreeandeffectiveintheirteaching.Thefacultymust 
beofsufficientsize, breath, anddepthtoprovidethescopeofthe 
educational programoffered. 

 
 

(II)Themedical schoolshouldhavepoliciesthatdeal with 
circumstancesinwhichtheprivateInterestsofItsfacultyorstaff 
mayconflictwiththeirofficialresponsibilities. 

 
 
 
 

• 
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• 
 
 
 

" •
 

 
• 

 
 

SwedenhasstatedInItsresponsetothequestionnairethat"Therearenoformal rules 
forthesizeofthefaculty.However, thestaff/studentratioIsquitehighmeasured against 
averageWestEuropeanstandards.Mostteacherswouldbeonafull-time assignment." 

• 
 

TheHigherEducationOrdinancecontainsstipulationsregardingtheteachingpoststhat 
occuratuniversitiesandinstitutionsofhighereducation.TheyareProfessor,Senior 
Lecturer,Lecturer,ResearchAssistant,TemporaryLecturer,andVisitingLecturer. 

• Thesestipulationsestablishsomequalificationsfortheseranks• 
• 

 

 

Documentation: 
Sweden'sresponsetothequestionnaire 
BriefingsbyofficialsoftheNational AgencyforHigherEducationonAugust28,2000, at 
theagency'sofficeInStockholm,Sweden 

 
 
 

• 
 

(d)Library: Themedical school musthavealibrarysufficientInsize, breadth, 
anddepthtosupporttheeducational programandadequatelyand 
professionallystaffed. 

 
 

Initsresponsetothequestionnaire,Swedenhasindicatedthattherearenoformal 
requirementsthatapplytomedical school libraries. However, allmedicallibraries"are 
partofthegeneral systemofSwedishuniversitylibraries." 

 

 
• 

Althoughthereisnoformal standardformedicalschoollibraries, theremaybenoneed 
forsuchastandard,giventhefactthatailmedicalschoolsInSwedenareState-run 
schoolsandthegovernment,asmentionedpreviously, hasdiscussionsregarding 
facilitieswitheachinstitution.On-siteinspectionofthemedicallibraryattheKarollnska 
Instituteconfirmedthatmedical studentshave accesstoacomprehensivecollectionof 
materialsandprofessionalstafftoassistthem. 

 
 

Documentation: 
Sweden'sresponsetothequestionnaire 
On-sitevisittomedicallibraryatKarollnskaInstituteinStockholm,Sweden,byDr. 
WilliamDeal andMs. BonnieLeBold,August29,2000 

 
 
 
 
 

(e)ClinicalTeachingFacilitiesThemedical schoolshouldhaveaffiliation 
agreementswitheachteachinghospitalorclinical facilityitusesthat 
definetheresponsibilitiesofeachparty. 

 
 
 

Themedicalschoolmustmaintainaffiliationagreementswitheachclinicalteachingsite 
thatoutlinetheresponsibilitiesofthesite(studentmonitoring,studentevaluation,etc.) 
forthestudentsstudyingatthatclinical site. 

 
 

• 
 
 
 
 
 

• 
 

• 19 



•

• 
 
 

• 
 
 
 
 
 

Documentation:
 Briefing
sbyofficialsoftheNational AgencyforHigherEducationandtheNational 
BoardofHealthandWelfareonAugust28,2000,InStockholm,Sweden 
BriefingbyofficialsoftheKarolinskaInstituteonAugust29,2000,attheuniversity's 
campusinStockholm,Sweden 

 
 

• 
• 

PARTIll: Accreditation/Approval ProcessesandProcedures 
 
 
 

Theentitywithintheforeigncountrythatisresponsibleforevaluatingthequality 
·  ofmedicaleducationInthecountryandhasauthoritytoaccredit/approvemedical 

schoolsshouldhaveprocessesandproceduresforgranting accreditation/approval 
tomedical schoolsthatarecomparabletothe following: 

 
 

1. SiteVisit • 
 
 

Theaccreditation/approvalprocessmustincludeathoroughon sitereview 
oftheschool andallItsgeographicallyseparatedsites, ifany)during 
whichsufficientInformationiscollectedtodetermineiftheschool isinfact 
operatingincompliancewiththeaccreditation/approval standards.This 
reviewshouldinclude, amongotherthings, ananalysisoftheadmission 
process,the, thequalificationsof thefaculty, theachievement 
ofstudentsandgraduates, thefacilitiesavailabletomedical students 
(includingthetrainingfacilities),andtheacademicsupportresources 
availabletostudents. . · 

 
• 

AsdiscussedintheIntroduction,Sweden hasjustenactedalawrequiringtheNational 
AgencyforHigherEducationtoconduct"recurrentevaluationsofallacademicsubjects 
andprogrammesinuniversitiesandcolleges,beginningin2001." Officialsofthe 
National AgencyhaveIndicatedthat therecurrentevaluationswillincludesitevisitsto 
theinstitutions.PriortothesitevisitofanInstitution,theschool willberequiredto 
submitaself-studythatmustaddresstheIssueslistedaboveaswellasotherIssues. 
MembersofthesitevisitteamwillbeselectedbytheNationalAgencyforHigher 
Educationandwillbescreenedtoensurethatteammembershavenoconflictsof 
interestthatwouldprecludetheirparticipationasamemberofthesiteteam.  

 
 
 

Intheinformationitprovidedpriortoenactmentofthisnewlegislation,Sweden 
Indicateditwouldfollowaformal processifanewmedicalschoolweretobeaccredited. 
Further,Swedenaddedthat"Theevaluationoftheexistingmedical schoolsIsalsopart 
oftheprocessestablishedbyGovernmentdecisionin1992." 

• 
 

Underthe"old"system, accordingtoSweden,theevaluationprocessdidincludeavisit 
tothemedicalschoolbeingevaluatedandwasconducted'byapeergroupconsisting 
ofrepresentativesalsofromothercountries.'TheevaluationprocessIncluded 

·interviewswithfaculty,studentsandadministrators,aswellasanexaminationofthe 
medical school'sfacilities. · 
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• 
• 

 
 

• 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ontheissueofwhethermedicalschoolshadtosubmitaformal reportofself-evaluation 
underthe"old' system,regardingtheircompliancewiththerequirementsfor 
accreditation/approval,Swedenstatedthat"...formalreportsaresubmittedbythe 
boardformedicaleducationoftheinstitution.•Swedendidsubmitalistofquestionsit 
usedaspartofItslastreviewonmedicaleducationInSweden,whichoccurredIn1996. 

•  However,itwasnotclearIfallschoolshadtosubmitaresponsetothequestionnaire, if 
thequestionswereusedbythepanel ofexpertsconductingthesitevisit,orboth.Also, 
sincethequestionnairejustaskedforbasicInformation,itwasnotclearwhat 
standard(s)thepanel ofexpertsortheNational AgencyforHigherEducationwere 
usingtoevaluateInstitutions'answers. 

 
 
 

Documentation: 
LetterdatedJuly14,2000fromTorstenKalvemark,SeniorAdvisor,National Agencyfor 
HigherEducation,toDr.KarenKershensteln,U.S.DepartmentofEducation 
Sweden'sresponsetothequestionnaire . 
BriefingsbyofficialsoftheNational AgencyforHigherEducationonAugust28,2000,at 
theagency'sofficeInStockholm,Sweden 

 
 
 
 
 

2. QualifiedOn-SiteEvaluators, Decision-Makers, andPolicy-Makers 
 
 

• 

Theaccreditation/approval processmustusecompetentand 
knowledgeableIndividuals, qualifiedbyexperienceandtraininginthe 
basicorclinicalsciences,  responsibleforthe on-siteevaluation, policy­ 
making,anddecision-making. 

 
 

• Aspreviouslyindicated,SwedenwillbeimplementinganewsystemforevaluationIn 
2001.Aswithpastevaluations,theevaluationsunderthenewsystemwillbe 
coordinatedbytheNational AgencyforHigherEducation.Thatagencywillselectthe 
membersoftheteam,toincludeataminimum,individualsfromothercountrieswho 
areknowledgeableregardingmedical education,medical educator(s)fromSweden,and 
representative(s)fromthehealthcaresystem.Theagencywillalsoscreenthe 
membersforanyconflictsofInterestandwillprovidethememberswiththenecessary 
traininginteamproceduresandwithpertinentmaterialssuchastheself-study 
documentscompletedbythemedical schools. 

• 
Documentation: • 

• 

Sweden'sresponsetothequestionnaire 
BriefingsbyofficialsoftheNationalAgencyforHigherEducationonAugust28,2000,at 
theagency'sofficeInStockholm, Sweden 

 
 
 
 
 

• 
 
 
 

• 
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3. Re-evaluationandMonitoring 

 
 

Theaccreditation/approval processmustprovidefortheregular 
reevaluationofaccredited/approvedmedical schoolsinordertoverifythat they 
continuetocomplywiththeapproval standards.Theprocessmust 
alsoprovideforthemonitoringofmedical schoolsthroughoutanyperiod 
ofaccreditation/approval grantedtoverifytheircontinuedcompliancewith 
thestandards. 

 
 
 

Aspreviouslyindicated,Swedenhasjustenactedalawrequiringregularre-evaluations 
everysixyears. 

 
 
 

Withregardtomonitoring, Swedenprovidedthefollowingbeforethelegislation 
establishingthenewsystemwasenacted: 

• 

"...SinceSwedenIsasmallcountrywithonlysixmedical schools(allinthe 
publicsector),anyproblemarisingwouldImmediatelybebroughttotheattention 
oftheNational Agency, whichcouldstartanevaluationprocess.Apartfromthis, 
universitiesandcollegesareobligedtoreporttotheAgencyeveryyearaboutthe 
resultsoftheireducationandresearch, includingundergraduateexaminations, 
etc.TheAgencyinitsturnreportsbacktothegovernmentaboutthe 
performanceofhighereducationinstitutions. Questionsmayalsobeaskedin 
Parliamentwithregardtotheeducationinandmanagementofmedical schools." 

 

 
 

Aspartofitsoversightresponsibilities,theNational AgencyforHigherEducationalso 
respondstocomplaintsfromstudentsorothersregardinghighereducationinstitutions. 
Asnecessary,theAgencywillinvestigatecomplaintsandtakeappropriateaction.The 
Agencyhastheauthoritytodoanon-sitereviewofanInstitutionifitdeterminesthatthe 
natureandseverityofacomplaintwarrantsuchareview• 

 
• 

Documentation:  
LetterdatedJuly14,2000fromTorstenKalvemark,SeniorAdvisor,National Agencyfor 
HigherEducation,toDr.KarenKershenstein,U.S. DepartmentofEducation 
Sweden'sresponsetothequestionnaire • 
BriefingsbyofficialsoftheNationalAgencyforHigherEducationonAugust28,2000,at 
theagency'sofficeInStockholm,Sweden 

 
 

• 
 

4. SubstantiveChange 
 
 

Theaccreditation/approval processmustrequiremedical schoolstonotify 
theappropriateauthorityofanysubstantivechange totheireducational 
program, studentbody,orresourcesandmustprovideforareviewofthe 
substantivechangebytheappropriateauthoritytodetermineIftheschool 
remainsincompliancewiththestandards. 
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• • 
 
 
 
 
 

Inadditionto   submittingannual reportstotheNationalAgencyforHigherEducation, 
medicalschoolswouldberequired,underSwedishlaw,toapplytothatAgencyforthe 
righttoawarddegreesand/ortheright toestablishareasofacademicstudy.Resource 
Issuesarereviewedindiscussionsrelativetothethree-yearcontractsthatinstitutions 
enterIntowiththeAgency.Furthermore,theViceChancellorsoftheInstitutionsInthe 
publicsector(whichIncludeallmedical schoolsInSweden)reporttotheUniversity 
Chancellor,whoIsanAgencystaffmember.Therefore, 
anysubstantivechangeInresourcesoranyotheraspectoftheinstitution'soperationswouldb
ebroughttothe 
attentionoftheAgencythroughregularcommunicationsbetweentheInstitutionandthe 
Agency,aswellasthroughtheannualreports. · 

 
 
 

Documentation:  
BriefingsbyofficialsoftheNationalAgencyforHigherEducationonAugust28,2000,at 
theagency'sofficeInStockholm,Sweden 

 
 
 
 
 

5. ControlsagainstConflictsof InterestandInconsistentApplicationof 
Standards 

• 
 

Theaccreditation/approvalprocessmustIncludeeffectivecontrolsagainst 
conflictsofInterest andInconsistentapplicationofthe accreditation/approval 
standards. 

 
 
 

SwedenprovidedthefollowinginformationregardingtheseissuesinItsresponsetothe 
questionnaire: 

 
 

"TheNationalAgencyIsanarmofthegovernmentandhastheobligationatall 
. timestoworkInanimpartial andfullytransparentmanner.Accordingtothe 

SwedishConstitution,alldocumentsinanaccreditationandevaluationprocess 
areopenforpublicscrutiny." 

 
 
 

"Thedecisionsaretaken(made)bytheseniormanagementoftheboard,which 
guaranteesconsistencyovertime." 

 
 

Asmentionedpreviously,theNational AgencyensuresthatallIndividualsbeing · 
consideredforparticipationasteammembersinevaluationsofinstitutionshaveno • 

· conflictsofInterest.Inaddition,sinceallmedical schoolsarereviewedduringthesame • 

timeperiodaspartoftheevaluation, theteammembersareusingthesame 
assessmentframeworkwhenreviewingtheself-studiesandconductingtheon-site 
reviews. 

 • 
 
 

Documentation: 
Sweden'sresponsetothequestionnaire 
BriefingsbyofficialsoftheNationalAgencyforHigherEducationonAugust28,2000,at 
theagency'sofficeinStockholm,Sweden 
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6.Accrediting/Approval Decisions 
  

Theaccreditation/approval 
processmustensurethatall accreditation/approval 
decisionsarebasedontheaccreditation/approval 
standards.Itmustalsoensurethatthedecisionsarebas
ed, Inpart,onan 
evaluationoftheperformanceofstudentsaftergraduati
onfromthe medicalschool. 
 
AccordingtothesupplementalinformationSwedensub
mittedtotheDepartment,"Universitiesandcollegesare
Independentorganizationswhichareresponsibleforth
eir 
ownactivities,standardsandImprovements.TheNatio
nalAgencyforHigherEducation 
evaluatesandassessestheworkdonebytheuniversities
andcollegestoImprovetheir standards."    
UndertheSwedishsystem,thequalityImprovementeff
ortsofuniversitiesandcolleges 
areevaluatedbytheNationalAgency,whichmonitorsth
oseeffortsthroughquality 
assessmentsandthroughdatacollectionandevaluatio
n.DatacollectedIncludetheperformanceofmedical 
studentsontheirfinal medical 
schoolexamsaswellasthe 



performanceofInternsduringtheirclinicalpre-
licensureprogram.  

 
   





ownactivities,standardsandImprovements.The
NationalAgencyforHigherEducation 
evaluatesandassessestheworkdonebytheuniver
sitiesandcollegestoImprovetheir standards."   
UndertheSwedishsystem,thequalityImprovem
enteffortsofuniversitiesandcolleges 



areevaluatedbytheNationalAgency,whichmonit
orsthoseeffortsthroughquality 
assessmentsandthroughdatacollectionandeval
uation.DatacollectedIncludethe.performanceo
fmedical studentsontheirfinal medical  
schoolexamsaswellasthe 
performanceofInternsduringtheirclinicalpre-
licensureprogram.  
 

  Documentation:   
Sweden'sresponsetothequestionn
aire 

 
 


